vious eA dvice to delivered Ones from 


Sickneſs, or any other Dangers threat- 
ning Death, how they __ to carry it, that 
J 


their Merger may be continned, and 
After Miſery prevented, 
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«To the Reader, 


Wilien Readey, . 
Heſe Sermons written out by ſome pious Hearers from 
their own Notes, and by their deſire haſtned to the Preſs, 
ſo that I could not, for want of time, ſuperviſe them as I 
would; and not being willing to burden them with wri- 
them again, I have been prevailed with, to conſent to their 
wliſhing in this homely Dreſs; unfit indeed for the vein of this 
ious and c crping Age, that are more for what pleaſeth then what 
ththem : But ſeeing it hath pleaſed the Lord ſo far to bleſs 
n toany, as thereby to ſtir them up at their own coſt and pains, 
ndeavour to promove others good thereby, if the Bleſſing may 
nd the Reading, that did the Preaching of them, And that it 
'etme adviſe thee, into whoſe hand this may come, & thou think 
thy time loſt in reading it,that with the ſame integrity thou come 
rad them, that thoſe who are the occaſion of the publiſhing, 
tothe hearing, and with more mind to mend thy own, then find 
her faults. If thou findeſt any benefit, let it further thy Pray- 
forthe Inſtrument, thy Thanks to the Lord for thoſe have occa- 
dit; and let you and 1 adore the wiſdome of God in managing 
kely and fooliſh means for thy ſaving good, to ſtain mans pride, 
| exalt his own glory, which is the aime and defign of him who is, 


, My 16, thy Souls friend 
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*T 0 the Reader, 


When Reader, . 
Heſe Sermons written out by ſome pious Hearers from 
their own Notes, and by their deſire haſtned to the Preſs, 
ſo that I could not, for want of time, ſuperviſe them as I 
would; and not being willing to burden them with wri- 
them again, I have been prevailed with, to conſent to their 
hing in this homely Drels; unfit indeed for the vein of this 
wes and c rping Age, that arc more for what pleaſeth then what 
ththem : But ſeeing it hath pleaſed the Lord ſo far to bleſs 
Watoany, as thereby to ſtir them up at their own coſt and pains, 
wleavour to promove others good thereby, if the Bleſſing may 
nd the Reading, that did the Preaching of them, And that it 
'etme adviſe thee, into whoſe hand this may come, & thou think 
thy time loſt in reading it,that with the ſame integrity thou come 
md them, that thoſe who are the occafion of the publiſhing, 
[ tothe hearing, and with more mind to mend thy own, then find 
her faults. If thou findeſt any benefit, let it further thy Pray- 
forthe Inſtrument, thy Thanks to the Lord for thoſe have occa- 
dit; and let you and 1 adore the wiſdome of God in managing 
tely and fooliſh means for thy ſaving good, to ſtain mans pride, 
exalt his own glory, which is the aime and defign of him who is, 
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(1) ; 
FEPPBD.GOGOGGO BOGOOOG 


John 5.14, 


frermard Feſus finding bim in the Temple, and ſaith to Him, Behold thou art made 
feno moregeft a worſe thing come —_ thee, MT REY 


N the Chapter you have firſt the Hyſtory of a glorions Miracle Chriſt 
| wrought in healing an impotent man, from the firſt, tothe tenth verſe. 
2.. The Jews quarrelling at it, deſigning the ruine of him that healed 
F him, from the tenth, to the nineteenth verſe, .3, Chtilts Apology for 
SY  himſclfin defence of the work he had done, to the end of the Chapter, 
&. * 1 the firſt verſe, and ſoon, = have the Miracle, and therein,frit the 
time of it, it was at the Feaſt of the Paſsover. 2. The place, and- that 
ktbeſda, where was a Pool for healing any diſeaſe, to the perſon that firſt 
wed in, After an el had troubled the waters. 2, You have the perſon hea- 
& deſcribed, 1, By his Impotency, left of all in the time, none helped him into 
water. 2, By the long time he had been under this diſtemper, which was 
fears. 34 . You have the manner of his cure, it was by Chriſts word of com- 
in obedience to his command ,he was to take up his bed and walk, as a fign 
was healed, Then in the ſecond part of the Chapter you have the Jews 
relling ; and beſore they knew the Author of this healing, they charge the 
man with breach of the Sabbath, by carrying his bed, and his Apology being, 
he was ſo commanded by him that healed him, and upon their Enquiry who 

| orgized he did not know ; Then you have Chriſt manifeſting himſelf 
the healed man; by whom the Jews vaderſlanding the 9 defign his 
- But you ſee Chriſt finding this perſon gives him heavenly Counſe) how 

arry it, that the benefit received may be for ggod tohim, goe aud fin 10 more QC, - 
lathe words are two things, 1, Chriſt finding this impotent man he had beal- 
2. The excellent counſel Chriſt fam him, 1, By way of direQian, Bebold 1haue 


keded, 2, By way of catition, ſons more, left, &c, In Chriſts finding this 
two things obſervable, 1, The time ofit, it was afterward, after his obedi- - 

x to. Chriſt carrying his bed, which the Jews charged bim with, and Chriſt 

uifeſting himſelf to mm in a glorious manner ; and from thence we may draw 
bbſervation, . 

Dott. That they who meet with moſt difficulty in the way of their obedience to Chriſt, 

__ tomeet with a reward in baving more of Chriſts preſence. So that whether 

[4 

ir 


in the way of our genetal courſe, or any particular duty we are doing 
iſt, nodiffculty ſhould diſcourage us therein ; the Lord Jeſus knows how 
vnake a Recompence and compenſation tous, As you ſhould conſider, 1, The 
we when, ſo 2, The place where Chriſt found him, it wasin the Temple, 
there be was offesing his Thank-offering, and he was early atthe Temple, for 
Wn find Chrilf did-vot ffay for his'coming, but found him there, ſo that he was 
wh in returning Thanks ; thence Gaderve, | md 


('2) . 

Dot. That it is 4 good frait of b:4ling mercy fromGod Henk fulpt Kiwn : 
th: am? tn our fate war ner upon bis inſt izur-4Worſbip; Weave hey owe, 
own Example he leavs us, to be early in ſeeking in the Temple, thither 
Chriſt comes, and. 2. this healed mans Etample allo, there Chriſt kndshiar-h+ 
finds him not in a. Tavern, or in his own houſe negleRing the means 'and publick 
worthip, but in Gods hoaſe ; And he is notthere as one loth to come, or weary 
of that Service, but was early there, when Chyilt comes he finds him there ; and 
from hence further we may obſerve, 

DoCt. That it # 4 great advaniage to any that are able to attend nyonche pag 
ts a yea, to be diligent in atrendiog thereon, for there it1s you will mace 
with the preſence of Jeſus Chrilf, there you wilt find that knowledge ofhim, and 
acquaintance with hum, that you meet not with elſewhere, there Chriſt found 
him waiting upon Gol, to acknowledge his healing mercy, and there he meets 
with Chriſt, And further you may —_— ee 

DoCt. They that to what theycan in the acknowledgement of Gad, tn their duty, ſo 
as th:y know they foal! rberein be ac ms yay more of hy God will 
greater and clearer diſcoveries of mind to him in that way ; and y 
member God is not a debtorto us by any thing we pay him, but we a in- 
debted tohim for thoſe communications of his tous, Pſa.50.23. They that glerifie 
me t0 them 1 will ſew the Salvation of God. : | 

But the latter part of the verſe is that I would chiefly ſpeak unto, the counſel 
-Chriſt gives this healed man, Chriſt is a gracious Phy tian, and comes naw to 


heal his Soul as wellas his body, that he may be kept in fuch a meaſure of health 
as may be for his comfort, and in order to it he gives him this counſel, - + 

1, By way of direion, Bebold thou art made whole ; That which Chriſt herein 
calls him unto, it is a diligent obſervance of the mercy God had beſtowed, he 


wouly have bim take more notice in a fuller view ofthis mercy, thou ert made 
whole, Adding, Bebold, healing, mercy is that which ſhould not paſs your moreſc- 
ricus cenlideration, where God gives it, | 
2, Thecaution Chriſt gives him, Sin nomore left a worſe thing come unto thee, be 
gives him a ſpecial Cantion againſt ſin, ſpzcially that fin God had been 
him for; Andhe backs this caution with an inforcing Argutnent : ef. worſe =, 
then #birty eight years ſickneſs by ſuch a diſtemper come ro thee, And when 
faith, Bebold thou art made whole, he doth not ſay,Thave healed thee, thereby teach- 
ing vs humility (for he did not underſtand Chriſt to be God) but would mind him 
ofthe chief Author, conſider thou art healed ; So from the words we may take 
theſe three obſervations, h 
.  DoB, 1, It is the dutyof thoſe that have received beating and delivering mercy fron 
the Lord 10 take ſpecial notice of it. | | 
Do&, 2. Thoſe that are beated of delivered are to take very good beed that they ſym 
more, | a 
Do@. 3. That ſons after great and eminent Saluations,Deliverances, & merciergbty 
pulldown greater Fud is, 
Do, 1. Thoſe at are under ſaving and healing mercy from Go they ſhould 
take ſpecial notice af it, Reold thou art,he aled, You" muſt not take a 
view but take ſerious notice, of Gods mercies; lt is one of the moſt pretibus and 
pleaſant works of a Chriſtian totake notice of, and obſerve Gods Providetces ty 
himſelf, Pſal.11 1, The works of the Lord are great ſought out of, eng" 


© - 


SOIT BEEARL ENS7t 


(3) 
terein, | For the” Explication of the DoGrine, we may Confider , 
1, What is this beholding and taking notice of delivering and bealing mr er- 


+ How we ſhould take this notice ofthem, and 3. Why we ſhould do ſo, 

,, What is that notice Chriſt would have every one delivered and ſaved to 

of the mercy vouchſafed, 1 Anſwer, this beholding is variouſly taken, 

1. Fora beholding with our bcdily Eyes, as God ſaid to Moſes, Deur, 3.27. 
x up into the Top of Piſgab, and lift up thine Eyes Weſt-ward and Faſft-ward, ard 

rd, and South-ward, and behold with thine Eyes the Land, &c. he was to fee 
d of Canaan with his outward bodily Eye, 

L There is a beholding with the underſtanding, a conſidering of it, a looking, 
itwith the Eye of the Soul, Row,11.32. Bebold therefore tbe goodneſs and Se- 
of God; if you would ſee the goodneſs and Severity of God in his Providen- 
wu muſt behold it with your underflanding Eye, you mult conſider it, and 

nſideration fixed to behold it, which imports two things, 

L Taking a full view of it in the latitude of the mercy, a looking it all over, it 

rough and diligent obſervation, taking notice of every Argument in it that 
advance the mercy for your hetter acknowledgement of-it ; Not to take it 

(oe lump, but obſerving every Circumſtance that may heighten it toyour con- 
ntion, to behold4t ſothatyou may ſee matter of wonderment,to behold eve-- 
cy with admiration. ; | 

L It beſpeaks the intention of the af, Bekold, you muſt look intenſly upon it, 

muſt keep your eye fixed upon it, it muſt not goout of your view, you muſt 
'wiſhly all round about it, and into every part of it withintenſeneſs of Spi- 


1, But how ſhould we thus take notice and lcok upon the mercy that we may 
ly behold it, and conſider it ; 1 Anſwer, ' 
L In every Deliverance and work of Providence lock intoall the particular 
s of Providence you find in it ; We ſhould take the mercy in pieces, and 
nto every part, and ſee what ſpecial Circumſtances there are for our notice 
obſervation, 1 ſhall mention ſome of thoſe things in delivering mercyes 
Ware worthy your obfervation, | 
Take notice of the time and ſeaſonableneſs of the mercy ; at what aneed- 
God ſent ſuch a mercy ; Gcd then delivered you, and if it bad not been 
what had beccme of you ? Mercy coming in that needful Seaſon puts a beauty 
han it, as Eccleſ,g, Every thing is beautiful in-its | Seaſon, itis then a mercy ſuita- 
This poor man who had lain thirty eight years at the Pool, and none helped 
itis probable, his Faith and Patience was worn out, andnow in this nick of 
Chriſt comes,according to that in 1ſaj.41.18,19, When the oor and needy ſeek 
Wer, and there 5s none, nd theis tongue faileth for thirft, 1 the Lord will bear them, 1 
God of Iſrael will not forſake them, That is a Seaſon of wercy when the heart is 
to fail, and mercy comes in;Abraham takes notice of his mercy and the deli- 
ace of his Son in the nick of time, Gen-22,12, At that time when Fe was tz- 
the knife to ſlay his Son, and calls the Name Febovab Feirith, there,and then, 
Mount the Lord was ſeen, 
2, Obſerve and conſider the care of Gods Providence in beſtowing the mercy, 
| and diſtinguiſhing care in preſerving you, when others dye, you are. 
8d ut for deliverance, my" are not ſpared ; Chriſt ſpeaks A 
4 a & 


(8s) 
ralphere to the man, thou art he God hath heal2d, when ſo many lay ſick, there 
the Pool beſides: to have a healing mercy ina killing time it heightens the Mer 
Cy ina ſpecial manner, In 1/44.25,20.God puts a ſpecial Remark upon thisdelive 
rance, they muſt enter into their Chambers ; God hath a Chamber of ſafety an; 
preſervation for ſuch, in ſingular and'diſtinguiſhing favour to them. 

3, Obſerve and conſider how leading this mercy is unto other mercyes, Vſk 
ally Deliverances and healing mercyes do not come alone, but are attended with 
many other mercyes; Now you mult obſerve all the Concomitants of that 
doattendit, as you find Hezetjab doth, 1/ai.38.17, Bebold for peace 1 | 
biuerneſs, But thou in love to my Soul baſt delivered me from the Pix ft Corrupthy, 
thou baſt caſt all my ſons bebind thy _ He takes notice ofhis healing mercy, de 
verance from the pit off6utward deſtruction, by that killing diſeaſe, and ſpec ial 
of the mercy attending of it, that God did it in love to his Soul, and that it wa; 
Teſtimony of Gods favour in pardoging all his fin alſo, one mercy goes not Uone, 
to the People of God, . ; 

4. Another thing obſervable in a healing mercy is,the Inſtrument God make 
uſevf, or the way hedoth it in, ſometimes it is in an unknown way, a way we did 
not expect ſuch a mercy in, the poor manwaired for healing at the Pool, but 
little thought Chriſt ſhould heal him by his Word. It is ſometimes a 
way that God ſends ina mercy to his People, fo Zit,5:23. a finger al 
that way and he took up the poor wounded man, and healed him, fo it is ſome. 
timesa ſtrange way God heals in, the impotent man had tibne to put him-inty 
the Pool, now tobe healed ina firange way unexpected, this doth greatly in. 
hance the mercy of God, 

5, Obſerve and take notice of the defigne and end of mercy and deli 


what Errand it comes upon ; what work, and what gracions effe& ithath, all 
believers are under that general Promiſe, Rom,$, that all things ſhall work toge- 
ther for good 20 them, &c. aMidtions ſhall, and mercyes ſhall, every thing ſha; 

poor 


now to fee them thus working for our good,this heightens the mercy, 
man goes into the Temple,and there acknowledgeth it; it is to further duty when 
t is don2 jn mercy, caring not only to be healed, butto be Thankful, 
3 6, Obſerve the reſpe& mercy hath to the Prayers and defires of your Souls, 
and to the things you beg : there isa wonderful value upon mercyes, when they 
are in Anſwer to our Prayers, when you in diſtreſs have cryed toGod, and called 
others it may be to cry to God for you, and the Lord hath heard, as Palz4 Thi 
poor man cryed, and the Lord beard him, and delivered, &c, he had Anſwer of Prayer, 
ſo that you ſhould have ſach Intereſt in Heaven, and that God Hears the cryes of 
his peor ones, thisexceedingly endears the mercy to us, as Pſal,q40.1,2. waited 
pati-ntly for the Lord, and be inclined to me, and be ard my cry, be brought me uy #lſo out 
of the horrible pit,out of rb> myery clay, and ſet my feet upon 4 Rock, and eftxh'iſhed ny 
goings, That is the firlt thing to be obſerved in'our healing and” mer- 
cyes, the Circumſtances in it that heighten the mercy, being lookedupon with a 
conſiderate fixed Eye, and an intelligent heart, to further our ackhow 
2, Obſerve and behold every mercy and deliverance how it doth Fulfil the word 
of God toyou ; there is never a Providence of God but it is a fulfilling of Gods 
word, as it is ſaid, Pſal,143.8. Stormy winds fulflingbi Word, (0 dotherery mer. 
Cy and deliverance to his People, Now you ſhould look on the wok of Proji- 


dence together with the Word of God, and ſee- what. particular W—_ by 


CE, 

good fo you by his Providence, for that is enconrzzement from experienc# 
faſt in the word of God another time : God ſaith, ca! upon me in the day of 
, 1 will deliver thee, and thou ſhalt glorifie me, Pſal.c0.15, Now ſuch a Deli- 
eisan Anſwer to ſuch a Word and Promile ſued out by Prayer,for therein 
þ fulfilled a Promiſe-to you. ' So 1 Cor, 10,13, the Lord tells you that 
every Temptation he will work a way for your eſcap*, and that you ſhall bz 
bear it, and in ſuch a deliverance God hath fulfilled that Word to vou, this 
Beanty unto, and honours Gods word, inſeeing God fulfilling it in the Exe- 
of Providences, ſoin Fob.19,36. not & bone of Chriſ# was broken, this was 

het the Seriprure might be Ffied, 

z In all Deliverances and healing mevcyes,that you ſhould obſerve and conſi- 
nthem who is the author of them, we are not only k to the work dane, 
this perſon is healed, but whence ic is. "The EffeR T2 manif-:tation of the 
þ, we muſt labour to underſtand the cauſe, our underitanding mult look 

hrog! _ dene to the cauſe, every one ſhould ſee the hand of Gud which 
b him, for theres the Name of God written upon the mercy aad eſpecially 

gracious and eminent delivering Providence, And conſider what you are 

ff God therein, 

1, You are toſee the care God hath of you as your heavenly Father, ſo we are 

inScripture, God as your Father cares for you, he knows what you ne<d, 
$.26,27, if for inanimate Creatures, .much more for rational,eſpecially, 

_ them that are alſo ſpiritual, and in every delivering mercy manifelts 

are of you; We are commanded that we ſhould be foun: in our duty whe- 

rueare under afliting Providences, or any other : Truſting in, and leaving 

Ihe with the care of our heavenly Father, whocareth for us, 1 Per. 5.7. 
fare we are bid to ca/f our care upon bim, and ſo every godly man rowls that 

me as to the Iſſue and Event upon the Lord, and then in the Deliverance the 
| manifeſts his care, ſo that in conſidering the mercy, you may read and ſee, 
Goddoth take a fatherly care of you under whatſoever diſpe nſation of Pro» 


nce you are, 
2. You may ſee the wiſdome of God in healing and reſtoring yon, eſpecfally, 
wg eminent Deliverances ; when it may be you were paſt hope, and had no 
left for excouragement, the wiſdome of God found out a way, provided 
mes, and gave the bleſſing to a good ue, 2 Pet,2.9. The Lord lnows bow to 4e= 
the godly out of Temptation,&c. he hath many wayes he doth not make known 
the time of Deliverance, ſo that here alſo you may read this inthe Delive- 
the wiſdome of God, 
+ Obſerve in what way God doth convey his mercy, that is a great and beau- 
ting, ta behold the way in which God conveys every mercy to you ; The 
sChrifſt feſus. No mercy comes to you but throngh the blood of Jeſus 
Inf, Remember tho art he whoſe fins brought diſtreſs upon Chriſts Soul, how 
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12 sany Remedy for, or deliverance from the wounds, fickneſſes, evils and dan- 
it. . Mir fin hath brought thee into, but only By Jeſus Chriſt, ThaWPool of Zerbeſ- 
rd Wuraza Type of Jeſus Chriſt ; whocan make any thing healing, and Sovereign 
& * MWirrecorery ; A curſe came by the fall upon every means uſed, only Jeſus Chriſt 


hreſtored the bleſſing upon the means; and that ſhould heighten our thoughts 
themercy that it comzs from and by Chriſt, no mercy comes otherwiſe,there- 


wenever look on any mercy,but inthe —_ of it, remember and, think of -— 
I!ts 


we... 2.45. 


(16>)? 
Chriſt, 1 Cor,3.22 23, al ic yours, ſaith the Apoſite, Iife, death, every thing;hy 
how ? only as yow are Chrifts ? We came to hare a right ta every mercy by Jeſug 
Chriſt, and only by him, and that, ſhould -be. a moſt beautiful Contemplation ts 
us here upon Earth, which will be ſo glorious to our Eye in Heaven, where this 
diſcorery will. be made. fully, how all our mercyes flow to us by and through 
Chriſt, 

4. You may read the.grace of God in every ſuchmercy. It 1s great love and 
kindneſs of God manifeſted-in every mercy, for every finner is unworthy ofthe 
jeaſt mercy, as Jacob acknowledgeth, /am leſs then the. leaſt o all thy mercyes, ſoit 
mult be gracz that brings mercy to you, and if you are made whole, know that 
healing mercy. is of grace , yea, there arg riches of mercy in every outward farour 
the Lord beftows ; andggys you ſhonld behold; Zebold, the free and undeſerved fas 
your of God in al}, 

5. See the wonderful condeſcendency of God ;: every mercy -ſhews wonderful 
Condeſcendency in God to a poor Creature,confidering, though the Lord be high 
yet he hath reſp=& to things below, Pſal,138.and thoſe that are ſovery low as we 
bave made our ſelves by our fins, Oh what, a ſtoop is it in the divine Majeſty to 
take ſuch care of vile ſinners, that God ſhould have any reſpeG to-your prayers, 
if God hath heard you in ſuch a day,it heightens the Condeſcendency of God, 

6. Laſtly, obſerve and conſider the end that God aims atin your Deliverance, 
God is a rational Agent aiming at a ſpetial mark.in the-Deliverances he gives, 
Now what is the aim and defigne of God, what is Gods language to you by the 
mercy, is not the deſigne of it to further your Repentance, and your returning ins, 
to Gods favour ? that is the generalend ; theſe mercyes are the great Arguments 
God would prevail- with- finners to return to him by-true Repentance ; Thatis. 
their enconragement in 470.6, t, be bath wounded, and be will beal, but you may. 
be much moreencouraged, if you can ſay, God that bath wounded us, hath heal- 
ed us, therefore in Rom.2.445. be tells us this is the language of every mercy,and 
of all Gods goodneſs, to beipeak our beartsfor Repentance, .the goodneſs of God. 
leadeth theg 10 - Repentance : as one mercy is leading to many other mercyes from. 
God toyou, ſo-the defigne of them all is to lead you-to God, to ſerve him with 
chearfulneſs,- Deut.23.49, Conſider therefore what God calls for,*hat you may, 
comply with God, and that is what Chriſt here minds the poor man of, Bebolf thay. 
art bealed, thou haſt attained that thou haſt long waited for, and God hath given 
it, now it is not enough to bringa thank offering to bleſs God before the Can- - 
gregation, but that you fin no more, it is walking thankfully and obediently be-. 
fore the Lord all your. dayes, and ſo you ſhall ſerve the end and deſigne of God 
herein. | 
' 2. As you ſhould contemplate thus the mercyes Gol gives, ſo you ſhould fake 
a fyll and through view of them, with a fixed mind upon them, and that isiwtwo 
things, 

oh So look on every mercy that your heart may be affeted ; a ſerious fixed 
Fye will affet th@heart, as we ſhould look on tranſgrefſors breaking Gods Laws, 
ſoas to begrieved at them, Pſal.119.158, I bebeld the Tranſgreſſors and was grie- - 
wved,becaule they kept not.thy Word ; ſo you ſhould behold the mercyes of Ggd andbe. 
affected, ſoas to rejoyce, and have your heart engaged to God; as the Pſalmilt, 
Pſal.116.t. 1wil tove the Lord becauſe he bath beard my woice, &c, Thete ſhoold be - 


a dranijng, out of our atfeRions to God from the beholding the mercyesof Goto. -F ; 
4 '1 
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op ſhould Tore, ſo alinire Gud, ſo behold as to wonler at ſv a mers 
be F/al.21.19, bow great is ;by goodn'ſr which thou baſl w ought for them 1a 
thihee before the Sons of men ? 
" 02 We ſhould be ſo fixed in our contemplation of the works of Gods mercyes 
we ſhould never forget them, obſerve them ſo as to b: alwayes minding, 
ugh Ws 77al,11 1, he will cauſe his works to be remembred, Gc, 1t maſt not be 
ariewas ( Jam: 1,21,) a Man looking his natural face ina glaſs, and going 
and forgets what manner of perſon he was, you muſt not look ſoon rour mer- , 
fy but keep up the Remembrance of them, that they w a; ne\ er be f.,rgotten, 
ys prone to forget,though highly taken and wonderfully a"ected with them 
; preſent ; be it the eſcaping of death} when the deliverance is over, as with 
iff Pal, 196.13. they ſang bis praiſe, but ſoon forgat bis works ; David therefore 
wh, Plal,103.3,4- 10 praiſe the Lord with all bis oo carger his Soul 
of forget the mercyes of Ged; therefore you ſhould charge your memo- 
to be a Treaſury of the mercyes of God, there may be erefted a monument 


'8h m in your hearts. That is the ſecond thing how you ſhould take notice of 
| .. livering mercy, we ſhonld take a through view of them, obſerving how 
l _ all our affliftions, by mercifull providences leading us on to e- 
"3 Tal: Foras the Plalmiſt faith, Pſal.109.43, By obſerving theſe things, we 
ca {1uoderſtand much of the loving kindnels of the Lord, 
hg SERM, Il. 
2 T is thelatter part of the yerſe we are ſpeaking unto, the counſel Chriſt 
th gres to the impotent man whom he had miraculouſly healed, how he might 
ay flerve that mercy and improve it. There are two DireCtions given him, 
al. at he ſhould take ſpecial notice of his Deliverance, Bebold thou art made 
nd 2, ACaution againſt ſin, goe and {in no more leſ# 4 worſe thing befall thee, 
4 90 the firſt, we obſeryed, Thar it i the duty of thoſe that are under ſaving 
m 99 take ſpecial notice of it. I ſhewed you what was the notice we ſhould 
& Wes ſucha delivering and aving providenee, we ſhould look upon itthrough- 
ay, {onal the circumſtances that doe endear that mercy to us, that tender care 
Ke that reſpect it hath 'to our Prayers : we ſhould look it all over : We 
an doe it with intention, ſo as to be affeted with it, that it may abide with 
n. Ftwemay remember it, that it may be a mercy never forgotten. 
6s [hall give you only a few Reaſons, briefly, becauſe I would paſs to the other, 
of 91 mainly intended in the choice of theſe words. ; 
ſeaſ, 7. Tow ought to conſoder your mereyes becauſe God commandeth it, 1t is 2 
re WY that God commandeth, and that God expeteth, 'and therefore hath fre- 
0 Weity put that affix upon a ſpecial mercy, Bebold iz. So Chrilt faith to this man 
thismercy, look upon it with wonder, that a Sinner, a provoking ſinner 
4 be ſaved and delivered : wonder that God hath wrought ſo great dehve» 
s Pa men : That wasa matter of the Pſalmiſts wonder, Pſal,31.19. Aud 
,. 4eh.5,28. Chriſt aith there to his Diſciples, Why takes ye 1houghr for r4iment ? 
a” - the lillies of the field bow 1 z Look on the care of Gods providence 
; Wndercreatures, If wemuſtobſerve Gods care pf inanimate creatures, or 
+  {©cnly animate, much more ſhould »e look on his care of our ſelves, & the 
o. Fl mercyeshe beſtoweson us : 7 PII you ſo to look _— | 
gil 2 
- 4, 
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that you ſhoult not 100k at home, but the more to ddniire Gods'mercyand cre 
toward your —_ oy f Gods Gul tb 

2. Reaſ, The non-obſervance of Godr mercy everely reprove, W 
it ſmartly reproved by God, when his People donot conſider their deli _ 
Pſal. 106,13. They ſon forgat bis mercy, It is put as a ſpecial aggravation of thei, 
fin, in their murmuring againſt God, They ſcon Jorge is mercy, Why did they 
io ſoon forget it ? Becauſe they did-not conkder Gods mercy,did not charge 
_ Souls with the remembrance of it, that they ſhould forget none of Gods 

rs, 

» 23. Reaſ. We cannot beve the benefit of mercy, unleſs we take & ſerious viewof it 
There are two ſpecial deſigns of God'in every delivering mercy, one is tofurther 

our obedience: the > 1 is to ſtrengthen our Faith 2gainſt another time, .1t is 

to further our obedi to make us ſerve God the more chearfully, Every 
mercy ſhould be alwayes in our eye, to-ſpur us to our duty, Deut. 28.47, Thiy did 

108 ſerve me with chearfulneſs : it is a great ſin, under great mercyes, not to ſerve 

God with a great deal more cheertulneſs; that we cannot dve, without we ob- 

ſerve his mercies, Then it is to ſtrengthen our Faith in the expeQation of mer.. 
cy.another time, 2 Cor. 1.10, God bath delivered us, and be will, God then beard. Market 
your cry and delivered you. Abraham makes it a ſtanding Proverb, andeteou- Wiki 
ragement to Faith, Ger,22.12, He puts a remark on that mercy, a- name onthe 
Place, there God beheld me, and took that-care of me, and prevented that ruine 

to my Son, in the Mount God will be ſeen. 

4- Reaſ. It is # great comemps of God notto obſerve bis mercy. God it every dev 
liverance dath come near to us, and it is a marvellous inoblervance not to tak# 
notice of him when he is near, Pſal.106.4. Kemember me- O Lord -with' the favont 
thoa baſt to thy People, viſit me with thy Salvation. When God comes with Salvati- 
on, he comes to give a viſit tous; now we ſpl take notice of it." We cannot 
ſee God, but only in the effes, God ismade viſible to us in his works; we ſhould 
obſerve and ſee God there, what ofthe name of God is written upon it, what of 
the mercy, grace, goodneſs of God,glſe you carry itwith diſreſpect to God. 

5. Reaſ, We cannot cerryit ſuite y to God in our duty to bim; without obſervation 
of bis works and mercyes towards us. - The various providences of God, call for v4- 
Tiety of duty in us, we cannot be-inthe' exerciſe of our proper duty, unleſs w& 
obſerve that mercy, What is the duty under delivering mercy ? It is to praiſe 
God, andthat-not for a Yay, but alwayes, to live Gods praiſes : and therefore we 
ould live in the view of thoſe mercies, that are the matter and occahion of our 
praiſe, Pſal.107,19.20. They cry 10 the Lord in their trouble, be ſaverb them” out of 
abejr diftreſſes : He ſends bis word and bealeth them, What-was the duty God-requts 
red ? 0 that men-would praiſethe Lord forbis wonderfull works ! You cannot give 
God praiſe for deliverance, unleſs you obſerve the full of that mercy, and your 
hearts be ſuitably affe&ed by the' Conſideration of it: 

But by way of Improvement, - w 
USE,1. A word of Reproof 10 thoſe -#hat ave inobſervant of GodsMevcyes. Men that only 
take a ſenſitive notice of mercyes, will-bs thankful,& praifeGod as long as they 
feel the benefit, but how ſoon is it forgatten : Pſal. 106, 13, they carry no more 2* 
remembrance, then a beaſt & ſenſitive creature:this is aot the remembrance of 2' 
rational Creature which God expects from every -one.' The reaſon why you lo 
Soendyrget it, merciesare ſp ſoon loſt, and your afeRion and love to them, and 
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bodfor therf, is becauſe you doe not conſider the mercy ard kindneſs God 


WE, 1! It ſrould put us upon this duty , that we would take ſpecial notice of every 
mmercy : Look through it, ſee what ſpecial Arguments of Thankfulneſs to 
th:re are in every mercy : there is not any deliverance that comes alone, not 
ymercy that comes alone; we ſhould by confideration look into every thing 
mercy, vea and what doth attend it, that which may further that notice - 
x may take of thoſe mercies, There ſhould be never a ſpecial deliverance 
mercy God vouchſafeth you, but you ſhould keep a Record of that mercy, 
; —_ alwayes to be overlooked by you, and all the circumſtances of 
7 W/-You ind in the old Teſtanient frequently, it was the praftice of Gods 
X ſ, tc Monuments of praiſe for ignal comes mp erecteth 
Y far on the place where God appeared to him.An m called the name 
lac jireth, there God beheld me, Gen,22. So Gen, 16, Hagar, 
Godin ſpecial diſtreſs delivered her, and ſhewed her a Well, where the 
lt be relieved, ſhe called the name of the well, The Lord that bath ſcenme, 
eh 1 did not look after him : So” we ſhould take notice of th& merey God 
th; a Chriftian ſhould Reep his Diaty, and ſpecial Remembranc2>- of 


bodnels, 
katto pals to that T niainly intend, and that is the caution Chriſt gives to this 
ied man,goe £5 fon no more, Chriſt here dealeth with him as agracious Saviour, | 
he had not only care of his outward Deliverance; but of his Souls de- 
=, and that that mercy might not be loft by his fin, that” God tad in his 
ley beſtowed on him, and therefore Chriſt 'preſcribeth him a dy&ty/how he 
hbave himſelf, that he might preſerve that health,and continue that mer. 
muſt take heed of your 01d dyet, that thete be no' pleaſantmorſel of fin 
tyou ſhould delight in, but a3 the Pſalmiſt Pfal.141.4, fncline not my 
any evil thing, to pra Tiſe withed works with them rhat work intq nity, and'les me 
their dzinties; this the Lord Jeſus gives him charge about, donor ear bf - 
; s, it will: prove a-ſurfet, there will bea relapſe, that will bea' more 
Wxrrous diſeaſe if you donot take heed of fin. 
” BI 2: 7hut thoſe thar are 1 ſeving mercy 'ought ro be ery careful that rhey 
Ga” 2 ' For the clearing this Truth, I ſhall 1. Shew you what this duty is to 
more, what it is that God doth expeCt of thoſe he hath prevented miſery 
delivered out of it, that have been under it, for it is the ſame, that God 
hexpe@ if you have not been ſick, but have been preſerved from it, your pre= 
mtion engageth yon to this duty ; If you have beetipreſeryed, and God hath 
wed you from at, this is your duty, that youſinnb more,” 2, The'Reaſons 
sthe'duty'and ſhould be the ſpecial care of them under ſaving:metcy, - 
|, What this duty-is ? | | | 
Anſwer, 1, Negatively, It isnot ment 4 Legal obedience, Chriſt doth not 
to i ibilities, to perform duty without the leaſt ſtain of fin, that isim - 
We to'ſallen man, yea, to man reſtored, fincehis fall in this world, it is not z 
Fine of Legal perfection Chriſt here commendeth, it is a great Truth, Feel, 7, 
There is #0 man thaÞliveth and ſonnerb not, 1 King.,$,46,ſaith Solomon, If rbep- ' 
Find comie and confeſs it, for there 16 no man that lrvetb and doth not fin, Job: 1.8. 
ſaith be bath no ſon b2 denyerb the Truth, the Truth is not in him, that 1s his '* 
| bn, a very great fin, and diſcovers himtobein a ſtate of fin, toſay he 
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'ro) * 
- 2, But itis an Evangelical obedience, and Perfeftion Chriſt calls for, & 
; ally you may take up the meaning of it under theſe thre conſiderations & 
1. Goe aud fn no more, that is, labour.ta be in ſach an Eltate, that thon maſt 
de in a Goſp-l Senſe in a finle(s Eſtate, you are now healsd, you hare bodily h a. 
ling; letthat be your care now that your Soul may be healed, It is-ſaid of & 
Children of God, thoſe that are truly converted, 1 Joh,3.,9. He thaty born of Cad 
Aoth not commit ſ#n, for bis Seed remains in bin, and be cannot. fin, becauſe be x hors 6 
God, that is that Chriſt now dire&syou to, to labour to be in ſuch a State;in whis 
thou can{t not fin, that you may not be under the dominion and reign of fin, un. 
derthe domineering Ruling power of ſin, nor under the damning power of far! 
. FOUr great bufinels. is to labour to have areal, ſaving Tatereſtin Jeſus Chriſt; 
thereby Chriſt goth gzgnifelt his great care ofthis poor man, that he wonld have 
-his Soul healed, he w@WM have him in a ſaving State, for Eternity, Now letit be 
| Four.,main care toimprove your health and ſtrength renewedand ſparedtoyou, 
to get a rightitoeternal life, that you may be a child of God, and though bei 
ſuch will. get ſecure you from outward chaſtiſement and aMiition in the W, 
-Fetit will ſecure them from you as being the.puniſhment of fin, -and the efeR of 
"Gods wrath. You, are thereby perfeCtly healed in this reſpec, that there ſhall 
never be an afflition in Gods anger, but only the fruit ofhisove ; you find the 
lame Counſel given by Jeſus Chriſt, Joh,$.10,11. when Jeſus ſaw the woman 
brought before him, and accuſed of. Adultery, that he ſhould condemn her, and 
all her accuſers were gone ; he ſaid unto her, doth no man accuſe thee, ſhe ſaid, 
no man Lord, Jeſus. ſaid unto” her, neither do I condemn thee, goe and ſoup 
more, as.if the .Lord Jeſus Thould ſay, Icame not now tothe world to be 
Judged to.condemn finners;indeed there isa time whenChriſt will be the Judge, 
ut now I Judge no man, therefore let thathe your care that you'/ nomore, you 
geta pardon of your fin, and intereſt in a Saviour, that your heart be ſandified 
for your future walking with God, In this command of Jeſus Chrilthe doth not 
ogly expreſs, what is his will, what is approving to God, jand his own will, 
but Jeſus Chrilt was aQually the Saviour of this man by this command, he 4d 
hereby heal his Soul by this command as well as kis body, by bidding him take np 
his bed and walk, andhe doth thereby ſhow his readineſs, when that isour care 


that we may not ſin again, that we may traly be the Children of God: you ſhall 
find God manifeſteth this in his mercy, that he is much more willing to ſaveyour” 


Souls, then he hath been to-deliver your bodies; thisis the great thing God would 
' have you goe to him for, that your Souls may be healed as well as your bodies, 
that is the firlt thing, that 501 labour to be in ſuch a State, that no affliction may 

Ever come upon you in way of Judgement, or in Gods wrath. Co 

2. Goe and runs more, it doth-import thus much, that it ſhould be the diligent 
care and endeavour of them that are under ſaving mercy, that they do not allow 
themſelves in any known fin,take heed of fin as of a poiſon,that will do you a great 
deal more miſchief now then ever before; that you do not allowany fin either in 

hts or ations, nor live in any known fin, 1 Joh.2.1, ſaith the Apoſtle there, 

MyTittle Children theſe things write 1 unto you that you ſin not,but if any man in we bave 

4n Advocate with the Father, Feſus Chriſt the righteos, all the writings of the Gol- 

pel (that is the meaning of it ) it is not to encourage you to fin, but to caution you 
againſt fin, What inning ? that is, ſee you do not allow it, but if fin be too hard 

{x you , and in a conflict carry you captive, then make your confeſſion toQuril 
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wrt get pardon and power againſt it, Rom,9.1$,24,25. as Paul did, be 
ed there he did fin, but it was againlt his will, tbe /in that / would nct 
&it, and how doth it appearto be againſt his will, by the tad moans he made 
Chriſt, by his earneſt cry for deliverance, and by his acknowledge- 
of that great mercy of God, that had found out ſuch a deliverer for him, ſo 
| goand do ikewiſe. Do not allow your ſelf inany fin, but ſhew yon 
it, confeſs it : there is your encouragement, you have an Advocate with 
father, Jeſus Ehriſt therighteous, there is great liberty for you to goe for e- 

Covenant mercy; pardon and po againlt fin are greatCovenant mercyes. 
13, Gor and ſin no more, that is, be ſure you take heed you do not commit that 
zin, for which God hath eſpecially afflifted you, or hath threatned you for, 
tin God bath in eſpecial manner been dealing with yogor,chaftifing you for, 
md fin no more, commit that fin no more, ſohe ſaith Mhat woman, Joh.s. - 
fs m2 more; take heed of Adultery as long as you live, you mult remember 
«rdinarily the chaſtiſements and afflitions God brings on his people, are for 
ins, and there are ſome ſpecial-fins of the people of God that are the provo- 

f pecial chaltiſements, when God doth not caſt you into hell for themhug - 
diver you and ſave you, then that is your great duty,that you ſhould live 
afrar of that fin all your dayes, an4 take of that, Pſal,$9.33. /f thy 
break my Statutes F'will chaſtiſe them with the: Rods of men,, We ought to Jook - 

x7 Chaſtiſement as coming to us for ſin,aad to nd out thoſe ſpecial fins,and *' 
e(hould be the great care of a Chriſtian, that he ſhould forſake them, not to 
le with them any more, that that bath pulled down ſo great a Judgement, 
heed you fin that finnomore, - | | 
&f. But you will ſay, how ſhall we know,what is that fin that God doth ſpe- * 
daſtiſe us for, that.we may be warned and- take heed ever of committing - 

more ? 

; Obſerve and take ſpecail notice what evil God doth threaten with pu- - 

nt and Chaſtiſement on his people;for what fins God doth eſpecially threa-  * 

puniſh his people for all afictions, are the accompliſhment of Gods word, - - 
xe the fulfilling of Gods Threatnings, therefore in the Threatning you may 

what the fin is that God puniſheth, that that He ſaith, PAal.8g, when they breag 

, will chaftiſe them with Rods, Eſpecially God doth threaten to pngiſh- 


your "Wd his immediate hand, affliftions that come from God more immediately, are 
ould jaiſh thoſe fins that men cannot ſee, that doe not lye under the obſervation 
lies, that men cannot reach; fins committed in ſecret, Hebr.13,4, whoremon- * 


Alulterers God will judge, God himſelf will judge them, they may com= 
fin ſecretly, out of the view of mer, but God himſelf. undertaketh. ta. 
that, So' 1 Theſ.4.6- Zet no man goe beyond and defraud bis Brother tn any mat- 
lkcaaſe that the Lord is the Avenger of all ſuch,if there be any ſecret hidden-way of 
yiteouſneſs, and Oppreſſion, that men cannot tind out,theLordhimſelf is the 

wer of ſuch, | ; 
L Obſerve for what fins God hath inflicted puniſhment'on his profeſing-. 
of old, for they are written for our example, there we (hall read the in- * 
ionof God againſt ſin, and the ordihary way of his diſpenſations againſt 
when they are fins of a my people, 1 Cor,10.6, The Apoltle;givgs a" 
we of thoſe fins for which God did inflict variety of Judgements on his 
lael.in the. wilderacls, as that he would doe 1a (te lame _ in a: 
n , 
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greater, among Profeſſors in goſp21 times : theſe things were onr exzmple, tothe 
1n:2nt we thould not laſt aftzr evil things, as they alſo laſted, neither he ye 1do- 
laters, a3 ſom2 of them were, n2ither commit fornication, 23 ſome of them com- 
mitted, nor t2mpt Chriſt, as ſon2ofth2m tempted, nor-mugmure, as ſome of 
them murmured:Theſe are the fins that provoke God to thoſe variety of Judge. 
ments, There wasldolatry,ſupzrſtition, worſhippingGol in a falſe way ,&Fornica- 
tion, that fin of uncleana2(s, and the tempting of Chri!t : "How did they tempt 
him ? By deſpiſmg his own way of providing forthem, havihg low common 
thoa1ghts of that Minna from Haven; preferring th2 ſatiſfying their own luſt, 
b=fore the counſel and will of God to lead thenr to eternal life. There was a 
murmuring ſpirit again? God, and again?t thoſe God ſet up, for theſe things God 
did paniſh, 1 Cor,1 1 gs For this cauſe many are w21h and ſich among you, aud 
fallen ow. What uſe ? Their flightneſs at the Sacrament, want of pre- 
pra or. it, aad being in the ſpirit of it, for this cauſe many are ſick and 
fallen afleep, * | 
3. If you wduld know what fin God doth chaſtiſe and puniſh you for;take ſpe- 
c al notice of what fin God doth repreſent the guilt of before yqu in tiſttimeof 
your ſickneſs; or in the time of the viſttation ofhis people, God doth many time: 
carry a diſcovery of the fin in the puniſhment, it carryes a great deal ofConvidti 
on with jt, may be many timesyou have heard many a Sermon that hath convir 
ced you of that very fin, that you: have taken no notice of : but God hath ſet it 
fore youin the time of aflition, and: diſtreſs, it may be'that hath been the thing 
for which you have prayed God todeliver you and ſpare you now, and you would 
mendthatcourſe, . How many on their fick beds have confeſſed and bewailec 
their contempt ofthe word of God, of Jeſus Chriſt, andof the goſpel, and thei 
Sabbath breaking, God hath laid the weight of it on them inthe time of their fick 
+ neſs, and they have promiſed amendment: uſually, that is the ſpecial P dcatior 
God hath, which he makes mens Conſciences to ſmite them for,at ſucha ti 
= though it maybe Conſcience hath told thee many a time, and checkt the 
now- awakeneth thee in another manner, therefore it is ſaid, you findGoc 
doth many times repreſent the gailt of fin (that hath long time before been com 
mitted) 1n the time of affliftion, and thereby tells you it was laid up among hit 
Treaſures, hence, Pſal.25.7, Lord remember not the ſins of my Youth, It was in 
time of afflition God brought to remembrance, and brought into his view the 
guilt of ſome youthful fins,*Job, 13,26. Thou haſt made me 19 poſſeſs all fad | 
youth; that is, God had repreſented them to him in the horror, terror and guiltor 
them : ſo God ſuffers many times even fins that have been pardoned in his own 
to be repreſented to them as if they had never been pardoned, in the time 0 
afflition, that they might be the more humbled fgr them, and might eſteem ti 
manifeſtation of a pardon in reſpe& of thoſe fins : So 1 K ing. 19.18, Saith that 
woman to Fliſha, when God hadlain her ſon, Doft thou com? to bring my ſo#s t0 
membrayce? Afiitions bring fins to remembrance, thoſe that it may be wes 
forgotten, they are as if they were newly committed, thoſe fins that were a pre 
vocation to God : obſerve in the time of diſtreſs, what are thoſe fins God de 
' load your Con(ciences with, that you would be glad to be unburthened of, t 
you make many vows and promiſe3'to God of amendment, that is your great dv 
ty, when God hath anſwered your cry, that you fin no more; take heed you doe 


not lick up thoſe yomits you haye vomitted out in time of diltreſs, and y= 


"T3 ; 
romiſe and vow toGod. Bya diligent obſervance of theſe things you may 
at is the quarrel God hath perſonally with you, and therefore to take heed 
doe not provoke him anew, 
2, The Reaſons of it, There aretwo heads of reaſons: I ſhall take up 
thoſe given in the Text, expreſly or implyed, 
Jef, 1, Is drawn from God, why you thould take ſuch care that you do not 
again, doe'not abide in an unconverted eſtate, and doe not allow your ſelf in 
evill, Doe not abide in any fin God hath puniſhed you for : there ar2 two 
mments, 1. From the mercy and goodneſs of Gad to you; thou art healed 
aireſtored to means of ſalvation, therefore doe not fin any more, doe not live 
ſacha ſtate, mercy beſpeaks thee, 2. From the Jultice of God that ſtandeth 
toavenge abuſed mercyes : if you doe, beſure you muſt look for great-r 
then any you have had, a worſe thing then thirty eight years ſickne(s, or 


2% The Arguments drawn from our ſelves, ſhould engage us not to fin any 
1. Our own engagements and promiſes to God nct to fin any more: 

not made many vows and promiſes at ſuch a time that you would not ? 

God expecteth that you ſhould pay your vows. 2, From the nature of 
sduty of thankfullneſs to God : You will all owne that you owe God Thank- 
{ for healing mercy, the truth of it appears in this, that you doe not pro- 
God again, it is elſe but to mock God, if you be not reſolved to finno 


, But - 

L From God, from the mercy of God, that is a great Argument why you 
» more, becauſe God hath healed you; if you lbok upon this healing mercy, 
can you kick againſt that bowels, love and kindneſs that hath healed you ? 


reat deſign of mercy 1s to lead you to Repentance, Rom,2,4, The goodneſs 
that leadeth thee 10 Repentance, that is the errand that every mercy comes on 
v, its the voice and language of every mercy and deliverance, that you thould 
w more, ſhould not abuſe this mercy, by ſinning againſt the God of your mer- 
You are healed : Who healed you, whence was it yon were healed ? Was 
i not wonderfull mercy of God, that yoa ſhould be on this fide the bottomleſs 
wt? Were not many of you unprepared to dye, when you were looking into e- 
mity ? it was dreadfull tothink into what eternity you were going : would 
not have given the world for a day more, and for the ſtriving of Gods Spirit ? 
God hath healed you; the mercy and kindneſs of God are ſaid to be Cords 
Albdawus, Hoſ, 11.3, 1drew them with the Cords of a mas : They are not draw- 
ofWagas you draw Beaſts, but as men are drawn : How is that ? It is by arguments 
kicable toreaſon ; There is ſo much goodneſs and truth appears in every mer- 
xg of God, that nothing can carry greater perſwaſion to draw you to Gods and 
he wprevent your fin. O the Rhetorick there is in mercy, if you could but under- 
Wind the Language of it, wonderfull ſweetneſs there is in every mercy to per- 
fmage you not to fin; and there is-not only Rhetorick in it,but Logick, the ſtrong- 
threaſM to take hold of the rational part of man, if thou halt any thing of a man, 
dof the rational being God hath made, 
:Iſhould have ſhewed you here, and given you ſome hints of thoſe Arguments, 
wghty Arguments, that lye in a delivering mercy, the language it ſpeaks to 
fem that are delivered, to caution them againſt fin, and againtany provocation 
b6od. There are three Arguments, a threefold Cord, that might draw and 
C perſwade 


ry) 
perſwade men to this duty, that when they are delivered and (aved ' 
thould take heed they do not ſin any more, they do not deſpiſe and Tn 


mercy of God, for every abuſe of it is the higheſt contemptot mer |; 
2 riches of bis goodneſs ? s : P Cy, deſpiſeſt thou 


| SERM, IIL 
* WW are now upon the ſecond Doctrine, viz, That they that are under des. 


Irvering and ſquing mercy ounht to be ery careful that 
that is, 1, Not to abide in any ſtate of fin = that God Lanhrnt 

longer in this world, you ſhould notlive without Chriſt and converſion one day 
more. 2, Notto fin any fin willingly or wilfully, to live in any known fin, orto 
approve of fin. 3.. Eſpecially be careful you return- not to ſuch evilsthat God 
hath been puniſhing of you for, And you may know them thus, Thoſe that 
God hath awakened your Conſciences to charge upon your Souls at ſuchatime : 
and thoſe Goa hath helped you to make many promiſes never to commit them, 
take heed of ſuch ſins eſpecially, Methinks the Lord Jeſus Chriſt dothiaa moſt 
compaſſionate way plead with poor Souls, and with every finner,that they ſhould 
fin no more : And by theſe three Arguments, 1, From the kindneſs and 
that they- have received from the Lord, thou art healed, therefore ſinno more, 
And there are theſe two main Arguments in it, 1, It is great ingratitude toGod 
to ſin again after healing mercy, would you carry it ſoto any man that wasan ln@. 
ſirument of your healing. A Phyſitian whoſe endeavours God hath bleſſed, 
would you therefore do him the greateſt miſchief ? Thus you do whenyou fin a- 
gainlt God, whois the Author of all your deliverances,. What is fin, butanen- 
deavour as muchasthe ſinner can,to deſtroy the veryReing of him that hath giret- 
and preſerved your Beings. This is an ill- requital, Deut,32.5, Dojou this re. WB" 
quite the Zord, is.this all the thanks that you will give to a healing God, to ſpitin = 
the face of Chriſt, and do him all the deſpight you can ? methinks it is a heart. , 
breaking expreſſion, 2 Sam.15.17 [s this thy kindneſs to thy Friend; to ſucha friend WM Þ 
2s David was, that you will goe into the Camp of his Enemies, Soby every fin Be of 
you goeaſide from God. Hath God ſaved thee from Hell, and delivered thee 5 
out of the pit, and is this all thy requital ? That that goes neareſt to God are fins been 
againſt love, Plal.$5.12.. Had it beew an Ememy I conJd have born it, but it was thou 
py friend, and my familiar. Soſaith God to every ſaved ſinner, thou whom Iſpa- | 
xed from going down to the pit, and ſhewed ſuch kindneſs to : Ingratitudeis an 
evil that is abhorring among mankind, and the greateſt of all evils. Our Lord 
Jeſus tels us Math,5.45. F'0 do good unto them that do good unto us, ſinners willdothe 
ſeme, and one man to another, Indeed, it is to a like God, and tobe a gbod 
Chriſtian, todo good againſt evil, but it is to at the part of the Devil to doevil 
againſt goodneſs, they are the vileſt of all ſinners, Therefore that ſhould bea 
great Argument with them that are healed, hath God healed you ? Do not the 

teſt wrong and injury againſt Ged, 2, It is notonly ingratitude toGod,but it 
3s a great injury to our ſelves ; and if that be not a great Argument to prevail, if 
thou art ſo vile and finful that the kindneſs of God will not prevent your fin, yet 
methinks y.ur own miſchief thereby might perſwade you, as Pſal,85.3. 1 wil 
hearken what God the Lord will ſay, for he will ſpeak peace to bis People, and 10 bis Ser- 
wants, bus les eþ51n pot return again to foly. For it is the greatelt folly in the mu 
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4 mun to ſin after God hath ſpoken peace, and after he hath bealed him, Deut 
6, Doy0u thas requite the Lord, © fooliſh people and unwiſe,” It is the greatett in- 
ou can do yourſclves; it you conſider, 1,The folly that is in it, by this kind- 
$f God you may ſee where your true happineſs lyes, and where your greas 
4miſcry lyes, Th- miiling of itina mans chiefeſt end, is the greateſt tolly, 


der dee. Wor this 15 a milling of it in your chief end to fin again, The mercy & kindneſs of 
pom, -d in healing - you aranyes on kindneſs there is in this God, and what 

#you may mid 1a returniag to him,Pl.116,7. Returs unto thy reff © my Soul,for the 
te day bath deals bountifully with thee, You find no reſt in the way of fa, ho So re(t 


orto in God. And thou nalt noreaſon to doubt but that there are Arms of mercy 
* God to receive thee, that hath reached out ſo much love unto thee when thou 
[4 that vert in the way of thy fin, 2, It ſhows thee the way to greater mercy, as the 
a: is the way to thy greater miſery, A confeſſing and forſaking of fin is 
= te way to find mercy, Th- Lord doth beſpeak in erery healing mercy, that is 
marll all, L would do tor thee, but do not hinder, nor forſake your own mercyes. 
id fou have now experienced that you have to do with a God of mercy : and he that 
Rercy Wuth ſhewed mercy to you through Chriſt, you way eaſily think how rich and 
nore, hodntiful you may hnd him if you wouldcloſ: with him. But if you turn aſide to 


_ — hnr--top you forlake your own mercyes, Fob, 2.8. 3, It is a great folly be- 
ſed, healing mercy gives ſpace for Repentance, and negleQing this is a deſpiſing 
ina, fc mercy); is br you reſtored but that you might hare opportunity to make 
jen. WY 19 peace with ( ? lt is a ſpace to repent, but finning is an abuſing this pati- 
_ miſp-nding the preſent time, that God hath given you to make ſure ofa 
+16. RY pod eſtate, What ſerious thoughts have you had, if you had time again how 
: Wy 100 would _ it, 5. Take heed how you ſpend the time now you bare it, 
art. I $02.4. loſing a ſcalon for Salvation, and it may be the laſt you may hare 
| jou would think it folly in other matters, for a vain companion or trifle, to loſe 
fn > a4 of getting a great bargain, here you do ſofor worle then naught, 
Laſtly, it is a great _ and folly to your ſelves to fin again after you have 
teenbealed, for it is an aCting againſt a mans own experience, God hath made 
= taſte the bitterneſs of your fins, and yet he tels you in your deliverance, 
unwilling and loth he was to puniſh you ; fin brought all your evils, it was 
free mercy that delivered you, Have you ſurfeited with the dainties of fin, and 
wil you defire them again? Thus David prayes, kt me wot eat of their datmies, 
the burnt child dreads the fire, Now mercy tels you,you have eſcaped, do 
run into fin again ; this will appear to be greater folly, 
But that is the firſt Argument from the goodneſs of God fowards you; will 
hear then the language that your healing mercy ſpeaks, Oh the Oratory it 
in the Ears and hearts of men, if we be men, O that it would beſpeak our 
Souls now, and caution us againſt fin. 

2, Another argument Jeſus Chriſt uſeth, and that is an argument uſed by 
mercy : it doth not only put you in mind ofthe good you receive, but it gives 
you warning of future miſery, Ifit were Juſtice that ſhould come to treat with 
the ſinner, it would not be by warning, but by ſmiting : but mercy tells you how 
the ſuſtice of God ſtands engaged to avenge the abuſe of it. You mult not be 

ed with your condition, and think the bitterneſs of death is over ; No, a 
worſe thing may befall you, Mercy is now willing to imbrace you, but if that 
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willgotdoe, Mercy will at length re you into the hands of Juſtice ; and m—_ 
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(19) 
tothe Sinner that isſo delivered by the hands of mercy ! Methinks it is ſuch 4 
language as God ſpake to Balaam, Numb.,22.31, when anangel with a flaming 
ſword itood in the way of his Rebellion : He was ſtriving to goe, though he found 
difficulty in his way : Sothe Lord Jeſus tells you, there 1s a flaming ſword in e.. 
very ſinners way after deliverance, you run upon your own perill and uttermoſt 
harzard; the Judgements of God will be bitter,& you will feel the ſmart of them 
' And by theſe three Arguments, the Lord gives warning of Judgement to come | 

upon the Sinner that continues in fin, 

1. Conſider thatall the afflictions and troubles that you had, were a fruit of 
your own doing : He puts you in mind to remember your former wayesandes il 
doings, You were 3n the hands of Juſtice, and mercy hath delivered you; but it is 
not a compleat and total deliverance, it you continue in fin : it is but a Reprieve 
if you fin again, There is a preſent reſpite of Judgement, it is not a conſuming, 
and deſolating Judgement: you are reprieved,but if you ſin,remember you are in 
the hands of Juſtice {till,and thoſe afflicticns you have ſuffered, are but the begin. 
nings of thole ſorrows which God will bring upon you for your Sins, 

2, Rem<mber that God hath greater ſtrokes, and canlay on heavier then any 
yet : Dont you think that God hath :pent all his arrows, or hath done his worſt, 
No, He can doe yet a great deal more : God can heat the furnace ſeven times hot. 
ter then ever yet : Lev.26,14, Fut if ye will not bearken unto me, to doe allth:ſe com- 
mandments, Ofc, I will even puniſh you [even times —_ your iniquityes, God hath 
other arrows thatare more poiſoned deadly arrows, 4 

3- Continuance in fin will provoke God (after deliverance) tainfli& greater 
ſtrokes, As God can puniſhyou more, ſo he will certainly puniſh an impeni- 
tent people, when Judgements and mercyes will not change them, Ezra.g.14, 
Should we break again thy Commandments, wilt thou not be angry with us till thou baſs 
conſumed us? That this holy man was afraid of after deliverance, 

Keaſ. 3. Why you ſhould take heed that you finno more; From the prone- 
neſs that is in mans nature to rcturnagain to fin ; more prone after deliverance, 
eſpecially, thoſe that are in a ſtate of unregeneracy ; when corrupt nature hath 
heen only undera chain of reftraint, with what eagerneſs do they return to fin 
again, Yea, we find a proneneſs in Gods own Children,asHezekiah after great de- 
liverance, his heart was lifted up, & he did not render unto the Lord according 
to the benefits received: How much more thoſe that are in a ſtate of fin, you will 
meet with the ſameTemptations,& the Devil will be more buſte, and your own 
heart more careleſs, iſ you be not exceeding cautious, 

Laſtly, Conſider the engagements that lye upon heated finners, not to fin as 
more, Andthey are, 

1. From God, whata mighty engagement is that, when God ſaith, 0b do not 
zbys abominable thing my Soul bates. That when you have had the love and kind- 
neſs of God manifeſted to you, you ſhould carry it ſo toGod, 4 

2, Theengagement of your own vows. When God hath made fin bitter to 
you, O how ready were you to vow and engage to fin no mere ! This, then, isa 
fort _ of your Rond and Obligation. | 

USE I, For Information: Hence learn, and you may ſee that our Thank fulneſs to God 
(the main of it) doth not ye in our expreſſions, but in our Spirits and Converſations. This 
was a man that Jeſus Chriſt found forward in the Temple bringing his thaok- 
vfering to Ged,aud he was early there ; Chrilt Ends him there diligently attend- 

= ing 
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(17) 
the means, (very feware thus amongſt us, many are willing to be laft at 
«of God, and the firſt that y go out) but now you will throw all that 
done after your -Thank-offering, if you goand'fin again, Itis not 
jurnt-offering and Sacrifices, but a loving and ſerving God with all the 
2d Soul, that is acceptable to him. Therefore you muſt not think you 
k amends to God for healing mercy, becauſe you have given a verbal ac- 
zement : no, this is the language of mercy, and if you would be trueto 
md rn no more, Pſal,co,ult, Who ſo offereth praiſe glorifieth me, and to kim 
wth bis eomver ſation aright,will I ſhow the Salvaticn of God. They go both tc- 
;to ſuch a one God will ſhow his Salvation, Indeedall our acknowledg- 
ſe are but mockery. For to ſay God we thank thee, or to bring a publick 
ldzement of praiſe to God, and yet for the ſinner to do all he can againtt 
tis2 horrid piece of mockery : you had better ſay nothing at all : As ſhe aid 
ſon, Judg.16. Thou baff mocked me, and haſt not told me all;bine beart ; (0 
id fay to many a ſinner, This mult needs be a great fin when inſtead of ac- 
#ging God, you come to provoke him ; and to put the higheſt affront 
te divine Majelly, Plal.9$,36. They remembred that God was their Rock, and 
God their Redeemer, nevertheleſs tbey flattered bim with their mouth, axd lyed ro 
bibeir Tongue : for their heart was not upright with kim, neither were they ſled- 
bs Covenane, To think to flatter and ſpeak God fair, it is the greatelt in- 
j a finner can put upon the great God, he that is able to diſcern all your 
nes, aud what your hearts ſay, it is to put a great affront upon the heaven- 
efy,and inſtead of giving him the praiſe, it 15a curſing and blaſpheming of 


EIT. It is of Reproof unto thoſe that are ſo far from taking beed that they ſon no 

at and eminent Deliverances, wben God bath unbound them and ſet them 2 

that they do ſon a gr eat deal more ;that inſtead of being reformed, and carrying 

mer to God, they carry it a great deal worſe. This did ſtigmatize Ahazy 

nn,2$.22, Thi s that Abs, ager his affliction, and Gods deliverance he ſin- 
re and more. 

bl thatthe Lord charges npon Iſrael, Judg,1o0,11,12, I delivered you from 


ad ſuch a miſery 2nd affliction when you cryed, yet notwithſtanding, you . 


forſaken me, therefore I will deliver you no more, In Jfel6: it is ſaid, 
nl beerbened and beard, & no man ſpabe aright, noman repented bim of bis wicked 
ing, what bave 1 done ? like wild Creatures that have been chained up a 
kthey arethe more fierce ; They turned more fiercely after their wicked 
s/and were more bold and daring inthem: this is a great provocation. 
SE, III, It is of Exhortation 10 preſs this boly and ſuitable Counſet of Feſus 
#12 them that bave been under Deliverance : Have you been delivered from the 
iofa cruel enemy, or the Small Pox, that killing diſeaſe ? Have your Fami- 
zen delivered ? What is your duty now ? That ſhould be the great enquiry 
rSouls, what ſhall I doe for God? I cannot give you Counſel in better 
&then Chriſt gives here, Goe and ſon no more, that is, take heed t] at yon dee 
won inthoſe evills that God hath convinced any of in themſelves or others 
e time of their diſtreſs. As, 
| In fins of Omiſſion, God -hath been puniſhing for theſe things: and how 
in bitterneſs of ſoul have expreſſed how God hath charged theſe home upon 
xConſciences, when they bave _ near unto death ? as neglect of a righr 
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(12) 
improvement of the precious ſeaſons of grace : when any of you live under 
Caving means, under the offer and tender of Chriſt, and yet have not robe 
it ; Conſider that the negleR of Chrilt is the greateſt ſin, and it will be chars» 
byChrilt at the day of Judgement among the greatelt of evils,even ſins ofOm; 
on,A12t.26.latter end, This you didnot to me. This neglect of Chriſt will be ch; 
ed heavy at that day upon you, that do? not make it your great, main and dai 
uſineſs ts be turned and truly changed, to be fitted to die; when God hath 
-_ in fear ofdeath and eternity, whatevills have been your trouble and fearth 
ut your unfitneſs for that change ? Will it not be your great fin, that anothe 
ſickneſsor danger ſhould find you as unprepared as you were ? How bitt 
have I heard this lamented by ſome that they have not given up themſclvesto} 
in Covenant with the people of God as well as to the Lord ; that they have he 
negligent of Church Communion with Gods people, How many dying ons 
have with bitterneſs of Soul bewailed this, that there own (ad and diſcouragir 
thoughts of themſelves, or rather their own pride hath hindred from that whic 
is ſuch a Covenant-engaging duty, How many in a time of diſtreſs have mac 
£ieſe vows, that after ſuch a ſickneſsthey would give themſelves upto God. Þ 
you look upon theſe as great things of Chriſt, and of his Intereſt ; Hath not 6G 
made the ſpecial promiſe of a bleſſing to a thouſand generations ? That that dot 
perpetuate there enjoyment of God to future Ages, is this joyning our ſelves 
the people of God. Therefore to live in the negle© of that is agreat fin, andi 
> = convinced you of it, take heed thatyou forfeit not your deliveranceh 
U I 
Again, negligence under the means of grace : This hath alſo been ſorrowful 
iled ; either in not coming to hear, that they have negle&ed any Seaſon 
and when hearing, they have caſt Gods word behind them. 

2. As fins of Omiſſhon, ſoalſoef Commiſſion : when God hath convinced 
theſe fins, take heed of them again; Hath God told you of Senſuality, or ofur 
cleanneſs,or unrighteouſneſs, take heed that tMeſe fins do not live & revivein yc 
after healing mercy: Let not God find you at theſe praGticesagain, The Lord 
faith to us,you ſhall have your life upon condition you will fin no more, and ye 
accept it, and look upon it asa great favour : Now the Lord when he comestofiff 
condemn you, will do it out of your own mouths, and this ſin, eſpecially, your finiiſie 
after deliverance haſtens thy Judgement, 1 King.2.42,As Solomon ſaid to. Shin 
ſo here it may be ſaid to ſuch a ſinner. 


SERM. IV. 


Doctrine we are ſpeaking to is, That it is the duty of bealed and ſaved ones 

80 be very carefnl they ſinno more. We ſhewed what it is to fin nomore, 

and why ſuch as are under healing and ſaving mercyes ſhouldfin no 

more, We are upon the —_— hereof by way of Exhortation, that 1 
may ſet home this Counſel of Jeſus Chriſt on all your hearts, and upon my own, 
that we take good heed that we fin no more, There are five or fix Motiyes or 
conſiderations to further our —_— and improvement of this Counſel, Iit 
were no more then that it is the Counſel of Chriſt from his own bleſſed mouth, 
who is a true lover of mens Souls, that were enough to further any that have 
love to Jeſus Chriſt, and to their own Souls, to be careful to —— wr 


{c),Chzilt never adviſed any tg gieig pwn hurt, 


(19) 
ſe you had been hearing Chriſt himſelf, and that he bad ſpoken in parti- 
$you, do not yon think his words would have been of weight toyou ? why , 
zChriſts advice, and not to that man only, but to all inlike caſe, therefore 
aur furtherance, Conſider, 
M: That finning again will diſappoint you of the good of your deliverance, T 
| eat out the good and ſweet of it, The outward mercy of healing, or 
xer the Salvation of God is to you, it is not a mercy alone. Such is mans 
fince the fall, that there is 'no outward mercy or diſpenſation of Godto 
bot if it comes alone, it comes under the curſe, and it provesa greater miſe- 
9amercy ; and where you enjoy any mercy from God, if it do not deliver 
from fin, it is not in favour, but comes under the influence of the old Cove- 
1 Tim.4.4,<. Asthe Apoſtle ſaith of every Creature of God it is good, if it 
wceived with Thanksgiving, for it is ſanAifed by the word of Godand Pray- 
te.) if it Be received with a heart truly Thankful, it is ſanftifed, without 
you have no good inany Creature enjoyment, becauſe it is unſanCtified : as 
the ſinner doth is defiled, becauſe himſelf is defiled, ſo whatever he en- 
sdefiled, he himſelf being unſanCtified, Then mercy aud outward delive- 
earriesa great deal of good in it, when it fits you for Gods ſervice, then it: 
tothe end of its firlt Inſtitution, to further the Service of God, but finning 
adeſtroys this end of it, Ifa mercy makes you better,then it is a choice mer- 
zbut if it do not better you in your Souls, it is far from being good to you, I 
vy of ſuch mercies as of Jonahs goard, Jon,4.5,6, When he was in great di- 
& and the Sun beat upon him, and greatly afflicted him, and the Lord-made 
| to come up over Jonah, to be a ſhadow over his head, to deliver him 
hisgrief, ard Jonah was exceeding glad of the goard, But Jonah was not 
lifed hereby in his heart, by obedience to God, therefore there wasa worn 
ſmote the Goard that it withered, 
You may be glad of your deliverances, but if fin remain, it will be asa worm in 
m todeſtroy the ſhadow & the comforts of them; therefore take heed that 
fnno more, for that' will ſpoyle you of the beſt good of your mercyes, the: 
xr and ſweetneſs of a mercy will be eaten out thereby, that is the firſt Motive, 
2. Conſider, that finning after deliverance, will hinder you from the enjoy- 
atofother mercyes which God intends you together withyour deliverance ; 
that is not all God intends in ſhewing poor finnersa common bounty, Chriſt 
wsto tell this healed man here, this is not all my meaning in coming to heal 
xl hare Soul healing to beſtow upon thee, but fin ſtops and prevents this, as 
Lord ſaid to David, If that bad been too little 1 would bave done ſo and ſo for thee, 
 $m.12.8, the outward mercy is the leaſt, God is inclined to do more, but as 
kr.5,25,. Tour iniquities bave turned —_—_ Ear from you, and your ſins bave with= 
lod things from you, Are you not made better by mercyes,are you not changed 
renewed by repentance under mercyes, what is the matter? why, your fins have 
aired, your iniquityes have kept good things from you, As it isſfaid, God 
82 way for his anger, ſo ſometimes he doth for his mercy; in removing a 
ſent Judgement : but Impenitency, unrefortmnedneſs, that ſtands in the way 
bad made for his mercy ; as it is faid of Chriſt at Capernaum, be could do ng 
ut works there becauſe of t beir Unbelief, So to ſpeak with reverence, God cag- 
proceed in mercy when fin is renewed, Chrift tells them, Luk,16.11, If you 
xm been fajtbful in the unrighteows H{ammon,whbo will commit 10 your truft the _ 
r3ckes 7 


(19) 
iches ? if you carry it not well to God in a common mercy, do you tn 4 
= will bz!tow and betruſt you with more and better — - yg 

3. Conſidzr, that finning after deliverance it isa greater fin then your fins þ 

fore you received the mercy, you cannot'in now at D ealy a Rate as before; y 
lin with a higher hand. Your mercy puts an aggravation upon your fin, for to 
that knoweth 10 do good and doth it not, to bim it is ſen, Jam. 4, ult, that is, he finn: 
at a higher Rate then another, bzcauſe he finneth acainf light, yea, and agair 
love, (Gods love) therefore his fin is of a deepzr dye then the fins of others are 

4. Conſider, they that ſin after Deliverance, they are a greater provocation 
God ; God is more angry with ſuch, for ſuch fins then others, 2 Sam,12,8. th 
Lord by the Prophet reckons up great things to David he did for bim. [ axcine 
thee K ing over Iſrael, I delivere ho out of the band of Saul, 1 gave thee thy Map 
bouſe, and thy Maſters wives into thy boſom?, and 1 gave thee the bouſw of Iſrael and 
Fudah, and if that bad been too little, I would moreover bave given thee ſuch aud (us 
things, wherefore ba/ſt thou deſpiſed the Commandment . oy Lord? for it is ſaid, Char 

Il, ver, ult, The thing that Bavid had done diſpleaſed tte Lord, ſothat the Smord 
not depart from bis bouſe, &c ,Sins after Deliverances, and great Mercyes are 
great provocation. 

5. Conſider, fins after d:liverance they are fins again? your ſpecial engage 
mentsand Covenants ; I doubt not but many of you in time of diſtreſs have mat 
that prayer which David did, Pſal.1 19.175. Let my Soul live,and it ſball praiſe thee 
have not many of your prayers and cryes in ſickneſs been, that you mightlivet 
praiſe God to be better in Gods Service ; Now to live in fin to Gods diſhonoura 
ter deliverance, how contrary is this toyour Ingagements, to reproach and blafil 
pheme his holy Name afterward. 

6. Conſider, the great advantage ofnot finning any more ; this is preſerving 
Diet of an healed finner, Chriſt as a wiſe and faithful Phiſitian preſcribes this a 
health preſerving Diet. This is the way to preſerveand continue the mercye 
you have received and do enjoy, as you will, if you continue a holy man, &c, take 
heed to fin noinore, Iſai, 48.18, O that thou badft beargened wantomy Com : 
then bad thy peace been as a River,and thy Righteouſneſs as the waves of the Sea; it won 
have born down all before it, all ſhould have given way, no Enemy ſhould have 
diſturbed that peace given you by the favour of God upon his Reconciliation wit 
you, But by way of Direction, 

If you ſhould ſay now, but what is that that we muſt do that we may not fin a- 
ny more : Here are but a fey words, but there isa great deal couched in themas 
the ſenſe of them ; A little to ſpread before you what is contained therein, G& 
and ix no more. that is, BO 

1. Let this be your ſpecial care to improve the time you have by this delive- 
rance, and your ſaving mercyes to the ſaying of your Souls : That is, labour now 
toget intoa ſaved Eltate, take heed you do not againnor any longer 
the offers and tenders of Salvation made to you, and if you ſay tÞis 1sto put a man 
upon impoſſibilities, ſuch as man cannot do, and it is as much as to ſay,to a hut- 
«Erv man eat no more,&to a thirltyman drink no more, ſo is it t9 ſay finno more, 
Job.15.15,my meaning therefore is, labour to be in ſuch a Caſe & Eſtate, that 
you may ſo fin no more as formerly, or as others do, that is, labour to be conver- 
ted, that lyes in two things, 

i. To make that your great buſineſs toget a clear knowledge and throug) 
ſenſe of the evil of fin, | 2, That 
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(41) 

' Thatfou heartily cloſe with Teſus Chrift, thatis the way to fia no tive, 
4 Getaclear knowledge and deep ſenſe of your fin, Man isa rational crea- 
xd isalwayes aCting and moving for an end, and that which is his greateR 
guragement in his motion toward ſuch an end, is the apprehenſion of gocd, 
draws the affeftions of man, either real good, or the appearance of it: and 
wing will deter a man ſrom the pra&tice of evAl, but the underflanding it to he 
; the underflanding is the guide of the will, the will hath the command of 
x7 other faculty, what the underſ}anding repreſents as evil, the will avoids it, 
thſesit, and commands the whole man ſo to carry to it, and now the will of man 
Wfollow the ultimate ſentence of the Judgement, when the finner is fully con- 
weed, ant! eng; 115 rs the evill to be an evil indeed to the Judgement. Now 
sthat? e meer knowledge of good or evill, will notperſwade to the 
acing the one, or avoiding the ather, to fallen man; it will (I fay) be no per- 
n,as it would to man in the ſtat: of innocency: Now there mult benot on- 
knowledge of good and evil, but the experizce of both ; and by the ſame 

at man was brought in love with ſm, muſthe be brought out of love with 
How came man at fir{t to. be in lore with fin, hut by experience ? TheDe;, 
ed him, telling him that by eating the forbidden fruit he thoul4 know 

ood and evAll, And by the toſs of good, he Joſt the inclipation of his n2- 
ptogood, and thereby came to taſt nothing bur fwe<tneſsin the creature, 
there mult not only be in the reeovery of man, a difcovery that ſin is evil, 
pmetperience of it that it is fo. He mult be cut off from evill by finding the 
kemeſs that is in fin, Jer,2. 19, Thou ſhalt know that it is an evil and abitter thing, 
leculative knowledge of the evill of it will not doe, but you mult know it ro he 
alſo : and indeed this is the laſt concluſion of the ſanfified judgement that 
ents to the will that fin is a molt. bitter thing: Therefore ſaith ſob, 
batb made me to poſſeſs the ſins of my youth, by writing Tye things againſt me, 

ie to have an enjoyment of the fruits of his fin, thoſe fruits of his own do- 

- Now what pleaſure, what profit have you in things that God hath made 
latter? You could not have believed it; but now hath made you to. be- 
it. -Hence the Lord promiſes Covenant good to thoſe that doe rebarm their 

wayes. Lev.25. 44. If their uncircumciſed bearts be bumbled &c, When a ma 

wht not to fin, and todiſlike fin, when his ſou] is humbled in the ſence 0 
kelloffin, Therefore as you would not ſin, O beg of the Lord, and make 
tofyour daily prayer that God won1d give you an humbling ſenſe of fin,that 

wy be more evill tolook over it, then ever it was pleaſure tocommitit, When 
rows, thoſe poiſoned arrows come to drink up a mans ſpirits, when he 
deen in the fire of Gods anger, this will make him pray, Then labour to 

a liumbling ſenſe of fin : whatever we talk of future judgements of God for 
ſeems nothing till we are throughly humbled, till God makes us feel what 
how grievous it is to have an he} in our Conſciences : 'this will 'make ka 


2 As you muſt feel the evill of fin, ſo you muſt heartily cloſe with Jefus Chrift, 
Mm willnever be taken off from what you thought to be a good, untill you ex» 
tence Gn to be ſuch an evill, and Chriſt the beſt good, hen you come to 
aig pardoning mercy from God, and ſanRifying; your .will is then carried out 
da greater pleaſure in the wayes of Chriſt, then it took in the mae of fin. 


this counſel Chrilt gives to the _ mazi calt gut by the Jews, 


je. 25s 


(19) 
iches ? if you carry it not well to God in a common mercy, do you thin « 
Gn will bz!tow and betruſt you with more and better ——_—_ ? Frey 

3. Conſid-r, that finning after deliverance it isa greater fin then your ſins 
fore you received the mercy, you cannot fin now at ſo eaſy a Rate as before: 1 
{in with a higher hand. Your mercy puts an aggravation upon your fin, for tl 
that knoweth to do good and doth it not, to bim it is ſin, Jam. g. ult, that is, he finr 
at a higher Rate then another, becauſe he finneth again! light, yea, and Agai 
love, (Gods love) therefore his fin is of a dzepzr dye then the fins of othersare, 

4. Confider, they that fin after Deliverance, they are a greater provocation 
God ; God is more angry with ſuch, for ſuch fins then others, 2 Sam,12.$. t 
Lord by the Prophet reckons up great higes to David he did for him. [ awint 
thee K ing over Iſrael, I delivere hoe out of th: band of Saul, I gave thee thy 14 
bouſe, and thy Maſters wives into thy boſome, and 1 gave thee the bouſw of Iſrael and 
Fudab, and if that bad been too little, 1 would moreover bave given thee ſuch aud 
things, wberefore baſt thou deſpiſed the Commandment | 4 Lord? for it is aid, Cha 

Il, ver, ult, The thing that Bavid had done diſpleaſed tte Lord, ſothat the Sword 
not depart from bis bouſe, &c ,Sins after Deliverances, and great Mercyes are 
great provocation. 

5. Conſider, fins after d-liverance they are fins againt your ſpecial engage 
mentsand Covenants ; I doubt not but many of you in time of diſtreſs have mat 
that prayer which David did, Pſal.1 19.175, Let my Soul live,and it ſhall praiſe 
have not many of your prayersand cryes in ſickneſs been, that you mightlivet 
praiſe God to be better in Gods Service ; Now to live in {1n to Gods diſhonour af 
ter deliverance, how contrary is this to your Ingagements, to reproach and blak 
pheme his holy Name afterward. 

6. Conſider, the great advantage ofnot finning any more ; this is preſervin 
Diet of an healed ſinner, Chriſt as a wiſe and faithful Phiſitian preſcribes this a 
health preſerving Diet. This is the way to preſerveand continue the n 
you have reccired and do enjoy, as you will, if you continue a holy man, &c, take 
heed to fin noinore, Iſai, 48.18, O that thou bhadft beargened untomy Commanime 
then bad thy peace been 4s 4 River,and thy Righteouſneſs as the waves of the Sea; it wonk 
have born down all before it, all ſhould have given way, no Enemy ſhould have 
diſturbed that peace given you by the favour of God upon his Reconciliation wil 
you, But by way of DireCtion, 

If you ſhould ſay now, but what is that that we muſt do that we may notſina 
ny more: Here are but a few words, but there isa great deal couched in them i 
the ſenſe of them; A little to ſpread before you what is contained therein, 

and ſix no more. thatis, > 

1. Let this be your ſpecial care to improve the time you have by this delive- 
rance, and your ſaving mercyes to the ſaving of your Souls : That is, labour now 
toget intoa ſaved Eltate, take heed you do not again nor any longer neglett 
the offers and tenders of Salvation made to you, and if you ſay this 15 to put a man 
upon impoſſihilities, ſuch as man cannot do, and it is as much as to ſay,to a hut 

-Erv man eat no more,&to a thirſtyman drink no more, ſo is it to ſay finno more, 
Job.15.15,my meaning therefore is, labour to be in ſuch a Cale & Eſtate, that 
you may ſo fin no more as formerly, oras others do, that is, labour to be conver- 
ted, that lyes in two things, 

i. To make that your great bulinels toget a clear knowledge and throug| 
ſenſe ofthe evil of fin, 2,. That 


SS, 
. ThatYou heartily cloſe with Teſus Chrift, that is the way to fia no tive, 
1 Getaclear knowledge and deep ſenſe of your fin, Man isa rational crea- 
and is alwayes acting and moving for an end, and that which is his greateſt 
puragement in his motion toward ſuch an end, is the apprebenſion of goed, 
draws the affeftions of man, either real good, or the appearance ut it: an4 
ing will deter a man ſrom the praftice of evAl, but the underflanding it to he 
il: the underflanding is the guide of the will, the wil! hath the command of 
pery other faculty, what the underſ}anding peprefents as ev ill, the will avoids it, 
Sit, and commands the whole man ſo to carry to it, and gow the will of man 
follow the ultimate ſentence of the Judgement, when the finner is fully con- 
d, and! can repreſent the evill to be an evil indeed to the Judgement. Now 
sthat? The meer knowledge of good or evill, will not perſwade to the 
ing the one, or avoiding the ather, to fallen man; it will (I ſay) be no per- 
n,as it would to man in the ſtat2 of innocency: Now there muſt benct on- 
knowledge of good and evil, but the experizce of both ; and by the ſame 
that man was brought in love with fm, wuſt he be brought out of love with 
How came man at hrt to be in lore with fin, but by experience ? TheDe;, 
ſed bim, telling him that by eating the forbidden fruit he thoul4 know 
pod and evAll, And by the toſs of good, he Joſt the inclipation of his n2- 
untogood, and thereby came to taſt nothing bur fwe<tneſs in the creature, 
0m there mult not only be in the reeovery of man, a difcovery that fin is evil, 
ao experience of it that it is fo. He mult be cut off from evill by finding the 
uemeſs that is in fin, Jer,2., 19, Thou ſhalt know that it is an evil and a bitter thixg, 
xculative knowledge of the evill of it will not doe, but you mult know it to he 
alſo : and indeed this is the laſt concluſion of the ſanfified judgement that 
_ to ENS ne oy - a = bitter thing: Therefore ſaith Job, 
1 batb made me to poſſeſs the ſins of my youth, by writing bitter things againſt me, 
ame to have an ——_ of the FE 3f ot wn 4 fruits $5 do- 
- Now what pleaſure, what profit have you in things that God hath made 
valiter? You could not have believed it; but now God hath madeyou to. be- 
| haveWreic. - Hence the Lord promiſes Covenant good to thoſe that doe revorm their 
0 1 wayes. Lev.25. 44. If their uncircumciſed bearts be brembled &c, When a ma 
| wht not to fin, and todiſlike fin, when his ſoul is hambled in the ſence 0 
fo2Fegilloffin, Therefore as you would not fin, O beg of the Lord, and make 
ow ofyour daily prayer that God wonld give you an humbling ſenſe of fin,that 
, Ky be more evill tolook over it, then ever it was pleaſure tocommitit, When 
: arows, thoſe poiſoned arrows come to drink up a mans ſpirits, when he 
live-Whth been in the fire of Gods anger, this will make him pray, Then labour to 
'n0W tan humbling ſenſe of fin : whatever we talk of future judgements of God for 
ſeems nothing till we are throughly humbled, till God makes us feel what 
how grievous it is to have an he} in our Conſciences : 'this will make ta 


2 As you mult feel the evill of fin, ſo you muſt heartily cloſe with Jeſus Chrift, 
willnever be taken off from what you thought to be a good, untill you ex» 
tence fin to be ſuch an evill, and Chriſt the beſt good, When you come to 
ain pardoning mercy from God, and ſanRifying; your .will is then carried out 
hagreater pleaſure in the wayes of Chriſt, then it took in the wayes. of fn. 


Ithis counſel Chriſt gives to the blind mayi calt gut by the Jews, JoÞ. 9- 35« 


(22) 


When he had found him, he ſaid to him, doſt thou believe on the Son of God": Ag. 
if he ſhould ſay, this is your great buſineſs : And if ever you would be engaged 
againſt fin, you muſt cloſe heartily with Jeſus Chriſt, this is the whole work of 
true Converſion : Now the Seed of God 1s ſown in ſtead of the Secdof the Devil; 
#nd he is brought under another power, 1 Joh.5.3. it is ſaid of ſuch, the Com. 
mandments of God are not grievous, Thoſe wayes which wereſo burthen. 
ſome, now ke finds them plealant wayes. Hence it is ſaid, 1 Joh,3.9. be that 
born of God caxnot ſon, becauſe be is born of God, neither fully, nor finally, not with 
the full conſent of his will; 1t would be contrary to his renewed principle and 
ſanfified Reaſon, that a man ſhould chuſe miſery in ſtead of good; when he 
hath experienced both : ſuch a one will ſay, (when every one ſhall leareChrif 
and turn to his luſt) as Peter, Lord, whetber ſhall / goe, Joh.6.68. that is the lan. 
Buage of every believer, I bave found by Experience the bitter wayes of fin, and 
the ſweet wayes of believing and walking with God,therefore he can never utter. 
ty leave it, unleſs it were poſſible to loſe his ſanCifiing grace. and be cut off from 
believing.. This is the man that takes the counſcl of Chriſt, to fin nomore: The 
Lord hereby did repreſent himſelfto him as the Pliyfitian of his Soul, ayſwik 
him ofa greater good then the meer _ of his body,, Oh that this were the 
ſerious care ef heTled ones,not to fin againſt God'by reſting ſtil inan veconrer- 


ted Eſtate ; endeavour fight and ſenſe of fin as the worſt evil, and Chriſt the beſt 

good, then and not till then you will avoid the one, and cleave to tre other,. 174r 
DireB. 2. Couched in this Counſel of Jeſus Chriſt is, labour to keep », d-ep» Mains hi 

and athrough ſenſe of the bitterneſs of that fin for which God hath been chaltihng: 

of you, Though you may loſe the ſenſe of your afflition, never loſt the ſenſe: 


of your fin : the dreadful and. terrible thoughts you had of fin, when you were 
looking into Eternity, You ſhould labour. to remember thoſe things whenyou' 
are well, anddelivered, that ſo your Sour ray be kept in an liumbled frame: thug: 
the Churth, Lam. 3.19;20, Remembring mine aſſlidion, and my miſery,the wormwoed, 
and the gall, my Soul bath them ftill inremembrance, and is bumbled in me,.. This ſhould 
be the care of every Chriſtian, remembring the terrors of God, and the terrors of 
fn, how bitter God hath made it to you in your affiCtion, and this you ſhouldre- 
member continually, And aswe ſoon forget the ſenſe of fin, ſo we ſoon loſethe 
Kumbling ſenſe of aMiQtion, this is our miſery 3 we ſhould1abour to keepup the 
ſonſe of both vpon our Souls to humble and encourage ns,. If ſo be your Souls: 
were in. the ſame Agony, if you could put them in the ſame Caſe as they were,. 
when the Terrors of God were upon you, and you were within the fight of Eter- 
nity, you dare not commit thoſe fs asyou did before, : ; 

| 2,. If you would fin no more, then take heed 'of the Temptations to fin, avoid 
all occaſions of faning, It is a.meer pretence for a man toſay, he doth what he, 
can toavoid any evil while he runs into the Temptation to it, Fude Epiſt,v.23., 
Hating the very garments ſpotted” with the fleſh: would'you not be defiled with 
ſin, take heed of coming .near the garment ſpotted with the fleſh. You cannot 
£0e upon hot Hoals and not be ſcorched, nor touch pitch and not be defiled. Thoſe 
fins that are greateſt Temptations, you mult eſpecially take heed of them ,aroid- 
ing thevrery appearance ofevil, that you may be ſure to avoid that which is real- 
ly evil, Take heed of that which appears to be ſo, ſtand at the greateſt diſtance 
from it. Our Lord'Jeſus taught usto make this our dayly prayer, Math.6, Zed 
Wp9t into Tempration, we be ſo'much afraid of it. I grant, when ever m_ 


(23) 
lad us into Temptation, we have a greatef encoimagement to pray, tha 
vl would lead us out of it ; Boat you ſhould b2ware that you do not lead an1 
tyour (clves thereinto : That” you do not tempt the D2vil, You have no 


of Koragement to truſt God to preſerve you from theevil that vou run into. The 
evil, will ſay, who bid you go: upon the Devils ground, when ſnares and Temp- 
Os 


s watch-for you, God nzver ſ-nt you, Iris ſaid of you Chri't, Math. 
then. th he was without fin, and had no pzrſonal evil, yet when he went into the 
dat is Wace of Temptation, he did not goe of himſelf, it is ſaid, the 'Spirit 1d hum into 
with We Wilddernzls, Doſt thou think thou can{t withſtand a Temptation b=tter 
eand We Chrilt himſelf. Temptation is the Seed of the D2vil, and our hearts are 
n he Wenatural ground : would you not think him a mad man that ſows bryars and 
hriff s in his ground: they will come up faſt enough, So will you runto the 
lan- Wil to fa'ten his Temptations, They that would avoid fin ſhould (tand at; a 
and Wat diſtance from every Temptation, avoiding thoſe places and Companzes 
ter- 
rom 
The 
nds 
the 
beſt 


tare too hard for them : ſtand at a great diltafce if ever you would be kept, 
min Innoceucy, though he had no fin, the Devil made way to enter in, that 
ed, winding Serpent, It was going into the Temptation that loſt man- 

ad, therefore we ſhould fly from it, 
4 If you would not fin after D:liverance, then labour to get through know= 
e,and make a full reprefentation to your Souls of the eviiggects and fruits of 


Tn. 

ice of g00d, but look what will b2 the Iſſue of it. Thiz the Lord Jeſus 
a& him of : Remember worſe things will befal you, Deut,z2,29, 0 my 
were wiſe, that they under 00d this, that they would conſoler theiv latter end, It 
of your greateſt wiſJo:ne to conſider what will be the end of your finful 

A rational man ſhould at for an end, and all that means ſhould b= 

nended to him that ſuitshis bzſtend, It is a great Truth, the meaſures of 
land evil are as they and related to Eternity, As he ſaid to Joab, 2 Sam,2 
{, will it not be bitterneſs in the latter end: ſo would Lay toevery Soul, Conſider 
at will be afterward, that you ſhould labour to $ your Souls with : that 
diſcover the Hook that lyes undzr the bait. All theſe pleaſures and yani- 
yarebut tocatch your Souls, and bring you intoeverlaltiag miſery, 
5. If 5ou would fin no more, That which is wrapt up in his heavenly Counſel, 
s,that you would ſeriouſly weigh the advantage you ſhall tave by not finning, 
u would not ſee ſorrow any more, you mult not fin any more, xt Pet.3,10. #e 
lover life, and would ſee g10d dayes , let bim refuain bis Tongue from evil, and his 
tha they ſpeak, no guile: Would you ſee merry and proſpzrous dayes, then you 
tha no more in heart, Tongue, or Converſation, It is true, that the mot 
man in the world that walks mot cloſely with God, cannot expect to be free 
a outward troubleand afliction, but they ſhall not be evils to him, He may 


Do not look upon fin as it is in the Temptation, and comes in the ap- 
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27. Whein youth and ſtrength, but he ſhall fill up his time, as much as he that lives 
ith Wehundred years, That man that walks with God ſhall never ſee any evil 
ot Mares, for his very aMi tions ſhall furthzr his everlaſting good. It is a Truth, 


walking cloſe with God, and free from fin, is the belt way even tooutward 

oſperity. Though there may be afictions and ſorrows to particular betievers 

theexerciſe of their grace, yet walking with God will giv2la'ting p2ace and 

poſperity to them that ſo walk cloſely with him, whena p2ople do fo, and in- 

med peace to Believers. Would _ all your ſweet enjoy ments, would you 
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(24) 
that God ſhould bring a great deal more terrible diſhenfations npon you ? then 
{m again, but if 5ou would avoid theſe, it is by labouring tobe in a way of Rdor- 
mation. 

6, If you would fin no more, be inthe uſe of all means that God hath appoin-. 
ted to preſerve you from ſin, with earneſt prayer, for his Spirit tohtlp you to 
mortige fin, and be found in the way of obedience, that you may b afkiltedby his 
Spirit in the ddir.g of it. All means&endeavours that any man can uſc himſcif,withs- 
out the help of Gods Spirit wilt not do, Rom.,$. 13. mortifie the deeds of 152 body y 
the Spirit, You may refrain a while, bat you will never deftroy one fin without 
the Spirft, and this Spirit'is to be obtained by prayer, Luk,11.13. the Lord will 
give RisSpirit to fhem that ask him:O be earneſt with the Lord tolead you by the 
hand of his Sprit that ſhall guide and affiſt you in a holy courſe. 

#: And Laltly,Reſolve riot in your own,but in Chriſts ſtrength that you will not 
tn any more, Job. 34.3 1.32. I know reſolutions and engagements in a mans own 
ſtrength, they will fail him, Peter is a ſad Inſtance, Luk,22, He wasasreſoled 
as any could be, 1bough 1 dje with thee, 1 will never deny thee, "That is the Reaſon 
why they come to no better Effe&, the Vows and Reſolutidns of men; becauſe 
they think they can do it of themſelves; Therefore (ſaith David) 7 ſaid 1 non: 
Fae Þ:ed 16 my wayes that 1 ſin not with my Tongue, Plal,s 43, But he begs that God 
would keep the ar of his lips,& efabliſh his ſaying, I ſaid,through'the grace of 
God that I nould do my duty,& be waiting upon Gedfor his help,Pfal.119.132, 
I mill run the wayes of thy Commandments, when thou ſalt enlarge my beart, Teachme 
O Lord the way of thy Statutes and 1 will keep them unto the end. we ſhould take 
up thoſe holy reſolutions in the grace and ftrength of Chriſt thatwe ſin no more; ; 
But labour to walk mare cloſely with God for time to come, 
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| He laſt Dodtrine we obſerved hence, was this, That conmudtce in fin of- 
ter eminent deliverances, pull down beavier Fudgemens ; or thoſe that conti- 
tinue in fin after eminent healing, mercyes frem Ged, wotfe things will 
befal them, For the handling this DoEirinally, we-thall fhew you, 1, that there 
are worſe things may befall men then ever yet ave befallen them, 2, What are 
thoſe ſins, the continuance in which;or what is that continuance in fin, that worſe 
Judgements ſhall befalt ſach ſigners, 3. That it ſkall be ſo, and the Reaſonsof it, 
I. That worſe things may befal _— then ever _ _— oo 
(God hath ſharper Arrowsin'his Quiver, . other manner of Judgem ) 
on ſinners then-ever ſinners — undergone ; there is none ſhould be ſobold 23 
ts ſay, whatever aflictions they have come under, that God hath done his worlt, 
Iremember Ihave heard of one in Exgland.neat Weſtcheſter, that had ſuch expre- 
tons upon a great aMiction;that God had now done his worſt, but God made het 
a living monumentof his ſorer Judgements,& that for many years, It 1s 7 great 
deal of boldnels for any finners to limit God in his Juſtice, as wellas in his =— 
for any to ſav of God in bis mercy, can God provile for us ? "it is a temptivg God ; 
fo for any to ſay, Can God bring a greater Judgement ? yea, there may be a gre#t 
deal worſe : Chriſt telsthis wan (you do not read what his ſickneſs was, but yo* 
find by the EfeQs it was very diſtreſkng, he wagunable to help himſelf, had jo ' 
verafriend tobelp him, and kad lain under this iirwity thirty eight years, w 


(25) 
Lord ſoſve tells hid) if he doth not carry it befter, worſe things ſhall by- 
m;end the Lord tells us of the laſt times in which we live, Dan, 12.1. There 
be a time of trouble ſuch as never was fince there was a Nation ; there are 
ties God will bring upon a profeſſing people, ſuch as never was worſe on 3- 
ation, ſo there are thoſe God can bring upon a perſon ſuch as never were 
on any pzrion, But more particularly, 1, There are worſe Judgements 

world, that God can inflict, then ever have been inflicted oh any, 2, There 
worſe [udgements God hath to inflift in another world, 
1, Inthis world, as 1, Temporal, or outward Judgements, ſuch as reſpect the 
1 will Watward man, God can bring other manner of outward mileryes then eyer yet he 
» the Wb done on any, 2. Spiritual Judgements,ſuch as reſpec the inward man, 

1, For 01 tvard Judgements, the Lord hath variety of them, a great variety, 
ill not Wteſpecially we read of four ſore Judgements of God, Ezek,14.21, For thus ſaith 
; own lord bow much more when 1 ſend my four ſoreFudgemems onFeruſalem,the Sword,tbe 
folved War, 1be noyſome Beaſts, and the Peſtilence; to cur off from # man and Beaſt. God 
eaſon Wat ſent his Sword among you, but Famine is a (orer Judgement, and noyſome 
cauſe Wis chat is a ſorer Judgement ſtill, and the Peſhlence, but how much ſorer are 
{, when all theſe are together ; when what the Sword leavs the Famine ſhell 
rour, and what the Famine leaves, the wild Beaſts ſhal derour, and what theſe 


ace of WethePeftilence ſhall devour, WhenGod ſends all his JugemeStsat once u30n a ' 
+132, that is a ſore affliction, as there are worſe ſorts of Judgemerts, ſo there is 
ichme Wan one of theſe ſorts, but God can make it a worſe Judgement'in the degree 
{ take Witbe can make everyone of theſe Judgements a greatdeal worſe,as you read, 


«9.10. As for me ſaith tbe Lord ,my eye ſhall not ſpare, neither will 1 have pirty: bus 
recompenſe 1beir wayes on theis beads, . When Judgements come 1m ſuch a 
of lndg-ment, without any mixture of Gods fparing and pittying mercy,then 
62 ſorer Judgement: when the Errand of them is only to deſtroy, not re- 
and purge a People, but toruine them ,and God will hare 20 more mercy of 


Gr of ſens this is a ſore affliction, 

conti- © 2: There are ſpiritual judgements that God infliteth in this world, and they 
5 will Weagraat deal worſe then any outward judgement; there are variety of ſpiritual 
there Whiewents; but < ſpecially there are four main ſorts of ſpiritual judgements, & 
it ars it, there is the ſword, that is tke word of God, when it is -only for ter- 
rorſe Wcoly:for convriftion ; a wound in the conſcience is more dreadfullthen a 


oſit, Fad in the body : when God ſends an arrow into the conſcience, 4 worded 

hem, .8 can bear ? Prov.1$8.14, it is an intollerable unſufferable wound, eſpeci- 

nlid WW when God will provide no balm in Gilead, nor healing medicine for it, when 
1d ns ſhall make a man a terror to himſelf, this isa ſorer judgement. The $01] 
orlt, Fe tenderer part, the more (piritual parr, therefore every ſuch judgement is 
pre- Wgeater, that reacheth the Soul : and ſpiritual Femine, that is a more ter: ible 
e her jement, when there ſhall be a famine, not of bread, nct of that only, but of 


ing the word of the Lord, Amos.8.9,10, That is a threatning of a forer 
wenent, when you want bread for your ſouls, there frall bencne to break it to 
And thoſe ſpiritual wild beaſfis, thoſe that will make a prey of mens ſouls; 
er thoſe chat will perſecute for confcience ſake, or as Chrift ſaith of them, 

2313, Such as will not gce to heaven therafelves, nor ſufer 2ny elle to 
zoben the bonds ſhall not be-only on your bcdies, but on your 'cenktiencers 
mihall be conſcience bound, and there ſhall be ſnares laid for your conſciens es 
D 3 1713 


(26) 


thisisa ſore Judgement, when you ſhall have (ach, that in ſtead of fetdiug the | 


Flock, ſhall devour the Flock, Eccleſ,34.4, when there ſhall be none but wat 
*that ſhall not ſpare the Flock of Chrink, or make any profeſhon to be ſo, 2 
ſore Judgem<nt;as it isa far more defircable mercy then any outward enjoyment, 
fora peaple to ſce their Teachers, they are not driven intocornerg, Ifai,z0.12, 
Soit isaſorer Judgement thznthe want ofany outward comfort, that in ſtead of 
thoſe thatlead you to Heaven, ſhould as blind guides lead you to Hell, and both 
together fall into the pit, And thoſe Temptations of the Devil, when God lets 
loole Satan with violent oppreiſing Temptations, and God will give up mento 
-be oppreſſed by the violent and ſubtle Temptations of the Deril: and then this ſpi. 
ritzal plague is the worit of all plagues, that Peltilence of a hard (cared Conf. 
ence, that plague of the heart, when God (hall infli&t it as a Judgement, when 
God (ball give up mento their hardgeſs, yea, into the hand of their own luſk 
Pſal.$1.11,12. So [gave them up to their own bearts Iufts, into the hands of «heir 
hearts Jults, This1s the ſore!t Judgement that God can inflict on a 
Ja this world, when it isin the higheſt degree of it, a man to be deliver. 
ed up to his own hearts luſts, when the Lord ſaith to a people, ve will not be @. 
ved, and ye ſhall not be ſaved, ye will not be reformed, and ye ſhall not, ye will 
not be mad= clean, therefore ye ſhall be filthy ill. That very fin of living in fin af 
ter deliverance, fs a greater Judgement then the afiition out of which ye were 
delivered: when God infliteth ſpiritual Judgements in the highelt degree as there 
are higher d of ſpiritual judgements, when temporal and ſpiritual ſhall 
be together, *%a greatdeal worſe, when God ſhall follow you with all hig 
ſore jadgements, both theſe aMifive to the body and the Soul, when there ſhall 
be a Famine to the body and the Soul , the Sword of the Enemy,and the Sword of 
God,an outward plague, % a ſpiritual plague,theſe are worſe&greater judg-ments. 
2, God hath worſe to infli inanother world, if you ſhould eſcape in this 
If a ſmner ſhould goe ſcot-free here, every day would aggravate his everlaſting 
puniſhment, hat will a finner b2 a gainer in the iſſue, when his main work ig 
ſinning and going on in ſin after deliverance, is but heaping up the meaſure ofhi 
wrath, Rom.2.4. Thou treaſuref# up wrath agzinſ# the day of wrath, and the Spoke 
on of the righteous Fulgement of God, Hell puniſhment is greater thenan cat 
be inflicted in this world, Math, 13.23, Fear bim that can caft Soul bod) tuo 
Hel, that is mp to b> feared as bzing the mo't terrible judgement ; and : ha 
are degrees of paniſhnent in hell, there is a hell that is ſeyen times hotter, they 
that continue 1 fin after julgement and mercy after deliverance, they will hare 
a greater d zgree of Torment, H2b,10,29. How much ſorer Fudgement ſball they be 
counted worthy of, there are ſom2 are worthy of greater judgement then others 
are, and God hath greater: there is the Heathens Hell, there is the hell of them 
that live undzr the Goſp?l,there is the hypocrites hell where the fire will b2 more 
intenſe, there will be a thicker darknz([s, more exquiſite Torment, that God will 
inflictupon one, then upon another, that is the firlt thing, that there are worſe 
judgements may b2fall you, work inthis world, and in that that is to come, 
2.what is that continuance in fin forwhich God will inflict worſe judgements,that 
continuance in.fin after dzliveranc2 & mercies? Ax. 1.it is a continuance in a ſtate 
of unregenzracy,a b2ing without a ſaving cloſe with Chri [t,the end of Gods mer- 
cyes and dzliverances is togive ſpace for r-p2ntance, to give another time, totry 


a inner whethzc hz wilt uſe loager ttm? better, in making proviſion for _ 
vil, 
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24. the riches of Gods goodaels that leadeth to Repentance, 2 Pe&.,3.15.. 
ead of Gods long ſuffering is your Salvation, that is Gods end, his gracious 
at that he doth approve, if that be not a fingers end, and his work that he 
be ſaved, this is a continuance in fin,that will bring greater judgements,Rev ,. 
22, Igare her ſpace to repent, and ſhe did not repent, therelore God threa- 
whe would throw her on a bed of ſickneſs. It may be many of you were afraid 
9 you were near to death, that that was your great fear of dy ing,was,of being 
d to dye: what Vows, and what promiſes were madethen ? ifyou 
have another day of grace, now God tryes you, if that be not ſo improved, 
that is given ſor your tryal, when itis improved contrary to Godsend, will 
down worſer and greater judgements on a ſinner : this is that will leave you 
thout excuſe, when another judgement overtakes you, when God will ſay, he 


Promiſe of improving time better, 
2, Continuance in fin, 1n thoſe particular evils, God hath been convincing you 
ations to himſclf,ſome evil courſe and way of Hy Awe particular e- 
God: hath burthened Conſcience with in time of fickneſs, or under the 
of God, fins that you have Confeſt, that you have in ſume degree bewailc 4 
God, and promiſed amendment, the continuance in thoſe fins is a provo- 
bn to greater judgements, as is ſaid of thoſe, Fer.42.21,22. I have this day de- 
xdtoyou,. but you bave.net obeyed the voice of the Lord your God, for any 
we for which you ſent me to enquire of God: they promiſed and made ſol:-mr 
y, they would obey, yetdid but diſſemble with God; now therefore know 
inly, that you ſhall dye by the Sword, by the Famine, and by the Peſtilence 
ace whether you deſire to go: you will diſſemble with God, but God will 
be mocked, if you will not be as goodas your promiſe, and' your word to- 
God will certainly be as good as his Threatning to you, Fer.44,25,26. when 
emiah had told them from the Lord, what wast had provoked the Lord 
inſt them, therefore if now they would carry it better, God would have com 
n on them, but they were reſolved on their way, and would haxe their luſls: 
will ſurely perform our Vows, we have vowed to pour out drink offerings to 
Queen of Heaven, therefore hear the word of the Lord, behold I have fworn 
my great Name that my Name ſhall be no more named in the mouth of any 
of Iudah, So whatever is the fin you have made ſolewn Vowsto God in the 
me of your diſtrefs againſt, if it have been your Sabbath breaking, contempt of 
Word and Ordinances of God, Covetouſneſs, pride, Senſuality, Contention, 
itheſe be not reformed, if you will live in them Kill, and have your own way, 
at ever God ſaith to the contrary, this is to live in thoſe fins that will pull. 
(greater judgements, | 
3 That greater Judgements will befall ſuch, for God hath threatned it, Zev 
$.. If that doth not doe, faith God, 1 will puniſh you ſeven times more 


your abominations : when one is over, God tryes what that will doe, and if 


tatdoe not doe, and God on trial ſees that you are never the better, then you 
mlt expe ſeven times greater judgements,» And we find that this hath been 
te way of Gods proceeding, both with profane ſinners, and his profeſſing peo- 
that he hath followed them with worſe judgements, when "they have not 
amended with lefſer : ſo God did with Pharaoh, God hath variety ofplagues, 


Judea he delivered hin from one, and yet he continued. hardned _ 
0s 


— 


take your word no more, when h- hath tryed yeu, and found you falle to * 
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Lordzthn he br&1ght another and worſe plague, til ke 1:im{Clf at la} was 4.” 
ſtroyed and his p-2opl2. Soit was with a profeding p-ople, P/41.753 throv ol 
that Palm : God d-iivered them many tins, an1thev provoked nim, and pro 
yoked him fo far, till hegave up his glory intothe kand of th enzmy. Thers 
were d2grees of puniſhment, and every puniſhment was worſe then before. 
then God abborred bis people, and g42 up bis ftrengih into the band of the enemy, » 59, 
e Reaſons of it, IM 
Feaſ, 1, Fromthe Juſtice of God, who gives every man according to their 
works, Rom,2.6, He will render every man according to their d-eds. Where dee 13 
have been worſe, the Judgements of God will be worſe, Tribul:tion cad anguiſh 
to the Few firſt, and then tothe Gentile : a Jews puniſhm2nt ſhall be greater and 
worſe then that of the Gentile, b-cauſe God will render to every one according 
to his works : Judgements are the wages of ſin, Kom,5,23, Now God will gire 
wages according toevery mans works, they that have been more in the work of 
ſin, ſhall receive greater wages of in; now finning after enitnent mercy is a greats 
er ſin, therefore deſerveth greater puniſhment : for, 
1, Ttisa fin againſt a great deal more mercy; there is Gods ſparing mercy; 
and the riches of Gods goodneſs, as the Apoltle calls it, Rom,2.4. Deſpiſe# theg 
e riches of bis goodneſs ? there is a great deal of riches of mercy in every mercy a 
ſinner enjoyeth : when God hath a ſinner at ſuchan advaatage to dzſtroy him, it 
isrich mercy now to ſpare him: the going onin fin, is contempt cat uponthe 
' riches of Gods mercy, that which Juſtice will not bear, but is ſure torevenge. 
2, It isagainſt more light, after more of the knowledge of their Maſters will, 
now be that knows his Maſters will and doth it not, ſoall be beaten wich many friges, 
Luke 12. 47. | 
3. They are fins againſt rows and engagementsto-obedience, to finafter de- 
1iverance : the praying for deliverance layes the Sinner under a Vow of obedi- 
ence and duty to God; befides the voluntary vows that many have made in their 
diſtreſs,anto God : now that isa great fin, to fin againt our volantary engage 
ments we hare made to God, when we have ſaid we will no more tranfareſs: he 
how God puts Jacob in mind of it,how aftgry God was with Jacob when he 4d 
not perform his Vow, Gen,35.1. Goe to Bethel where thou vowedf# to ſerve 1h: 


az? 


_ - Lord. Thegreateſt afflition that ever he had in his Family, was on the negle@t 


.ofhis vow, that great miſcarriage ofhis daughter Dinah, and of his Sons, was a 
puniſhment of the negle& of his row, God doth nor delight in fools, Ecclel. 5, 4, 
that when they ſay they will take care of their duty, doe not perform it: when 
they are raſh with their motithes, it is a provocation to God to deſtroy the work 
oſhis hands. 

Real. 2. From the faithfulneſs of God : worſe things muſt needs befall ſuch, 
becauſe he will as certainly perform what he hath threatned, as what he hath 
promiſed, God will be as good as his word, and he hath threatned every Sinner 
that continues in fin after warning, after mercies, that greater judgements ſhall 
befall them. by 

Keaſ. 3, From the wiſdome of God, the manifeſtation of Gods wiſdome, 4 
great deal of Gods wiſdome-will be manifeſted, as in variety and excellent ways 
of &livering his People, ſo in ſpecial judgements on evil doers, 2 Pet.3.9. God 
$nows bow to deliver the godhy, and to reſerve the withed 50 the day of Fudgement to be pu» 
xijbed. ]t is a part of the wiſdome ot God in governins, the world, that be _ 
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pexter judgements, As it is an argument of t 


die he ſeems 
lee 


y as Agag, 1 Sam. 15.26, He put himſelf in his brave cloaths and ſaid, 
bitzerneſs of death is over : (© many think the bitterneſs of death and hell is over 
they have eſcaped the preſent Judgement : but he found it otherwiſe to his 

And you that continue in your 7 have reaſon to be afraid that greater 
Ment 15 nearer then you are aware of I Theſ.5,3. When they ſay peace and 
f Irony ay ungodly man ſaith ſo that lives in his fin, all ſhall be well with me, 
| comes, 

. 1would only lay before you theſe two or three Conſiderations, 
, Conſider that outward Proy idences are no argument of Gods love, whe- 
they be afflitive or ' mercifull : meerly outward Providences are no ar- 
ntof Gods ſpecial love, Eccleſ.9.1, You comm ſee love or hatred by any of theſe 
are beforeyu You cannot ſay God hath more love to you, then he 
v WEM HE tOOk away by the diſeaſe, becauſe he ſpared you; for theſe m 
aelies are but common mercies. | | 
2 Conſider that meerly when outward judgement ceaſeth, we cannot thence 
Wide Gods anger ceaſeth, or is turned away : We cannot conclude by the 
xt removal of a judgement, that the anger of God is removed; for God may 
re it inanger, reare pardoning mercies, God may be ſaid to pardon, 
" be doth only ſpare for a time. Djal.73.36. $0 be forgave their inquity : How 
? Not with a ſpecial ſaving patdoning mercy;tor he punithed them after- 
$, ſea unto deſtruMtion, many of them; but it was 2 preſent reprieve from 
gement, God may be as angry with you Rill as ever, though he hath remo- 
——_ Judgement : a ſparing mercy may be in wrath, in diſpleaſure to 
0n that 15 ſpared; therefore you have no reaſon to be ſecure, nor to be 
d with your preſent condition, while God may be angry with you, while 
ger of God is nat appeaſed : you have no reaſon to cry peace to your ſelves 
aLoddoth not ſpeak a word of peace,",, = 

Conlider, that when men are delivered from aMlition, and not ſaved from 

_ %» IT Scertain God is angry with them ill : wher, they are delivered 
\moutward affliftion, and fin remains, that thatis the cauſe and coar of aMi- 


a the very mid't of afflition-, when they are taught of Godin it, made 
holy humble & conformable to Gods will : ſo it is ar arg! 


ad acurſed eſtate, though you are out of afflition, - if you have not beer: 

mMOGod : if you.are out of affliction, but Mill in fin, it is certain argum=nr 

1240 to greater punjſhment, that worſe thinss will befall you, unleſs 
E 


S . 
timely 


"OY — 1 __ f 
timely Repentance prevent it, There are theſt two ends why God doth'yurct 
dis people, and God will accompliſh his end inevery puniſhment : there is 
work, and his whole work God will doe on mount Sion, 1fa.10,22. When Gea 
hath done his whole work, then he burneth the rod, and not till then, it is bus 
laid by, and Gods intention to bring a greater, What is Gods mhol work 
Thereis in every Judgement, a work of judgement, and a work of mercy; the 
15 a work of mercy God hath to all hisele& and people, to reform andrefinethew 
bo purge away their ſin, to make them holy, andto make them better, T | 
That is the work to them that are the true children of Sion, But then Godtar: 8" 
a work of ma that is on thoſe he never intends ſaving mercy to ; &e 
Judgement is but the beginning of their miſery : God judgeth them in way « 
ſatiſfaQtion to Juſtice; there is hut part of paiment in one judgement thatisunc 
them, and it is is toenſbre them thatthe remainder is behind, that God will þ 
ſure to take the full paiment,Ifnone of this work be done, if God hath not refine 
his people,there is {till fome work to be done; & if there be thoſe that are uncar 
verted, never to be converted, ou» and worſe judgements doe abide; n 

Fuch, but ſhall have greater cauſe to curſe the day of their birth, thenever [ob 
Jeremiah, yea, to curſe the day of their preſervation : befter you had died « 
rhat ſickneſs, becauſe your _— is but ſo much-increaſed by your living 
Thoſe that ſhall live out their dayes without true repentance of their fin, eve 
dayes mercy is but an ration of their condemnation. There are m; 
Kgns of Gods remaining diſpleaſdre; methinks the clouds doe feem to retury 
ter the rain, God doth not make it cleer day with us, nof @auſe the clouds tohee; 
and ſcatter, but to gather again : There are many Signs, as God's takti 

| ben fork juterment 1 De 1.1. and to eeeany hu a fo 


fign of worſe «1 Xing. 14.13. It was ſad. to Jeroboams houſe, and(F cyrige 
to all Iſrael, the taking away Jeroboams Son, in whom ſbme good thing towa 
the Lord was found : it was - 7 whole houſe of Iſrael; he 
eaken from theevill, and it wasa gn from the Lord of the evil he would brie 
— SOEIIImEgD of Gods apa ow. eſpeci 
nent place, in Magi and in Miniſtry, putting out ſo-many lights in the C: 
dleſticks, and:that inch. many ef them, in their prime, im the flower of the as, 
years, that were very likely to haye lived many years, and done much ſervice 
. God; that died not ina full old age, and full of days, but it their youth, andintt 
. flower of their dayes]: and; which is 2 great deal worſe, and makes it look t 
. adder, thatthere are not any doe riſe, and fill their places : that it is ( hard 
Ling to ſee, and rationally to think, that there are men to fill up the rooms 
. boſe Ged hath taken from us: When ſtars doe ſet, and there are noothe 
- Shatrile, it is a ſign ofa very datk uight : vwhen.men that ſtood in the gaparek 
ken away, and none to put in- their room, they are ſad figns that ( t 
. miridto take away the hedge, unleſs ſpeedy repentance andreformation pres 
- thisruine, Yetthis is the ſaddeſt gn of all, that theſe things doe befall ns, au 
> fewdoe lay them to heart, that men are not awakened, to beltir thenſe!s 
to lay bold on God, that when they have loſt all viſible props, they doe not mul 
ſure of God ta be their friend; While God himſelf tands at a difance,.and po 
fnners ſtand at a diſtance from God: this is the ſaddeſt fign of all, that 7:51 
not humbled, doe not ſtir up themſelves to lay Hold on God, [[a,57-1 Th: 2 
ecoug are taken away,$.90 may layiog ig to heart;that was the ſad do-!..  * 


of 
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Je: tad there been broken hearts under a breacHithat might have made ſome 
&. and baye been a means to ail with God topeurout his Spirit ; but 
tean unhumbled, unreformed people r nder ſuch diſpenſationsof Ged, this is 
fthe ſaddeſt igns, though I do verily believe, and have many Arguments to 
my thoughts concerning it, that Gcd will not throw uptbe work he hath 
in New-England,will not utterly root up the plant he bath planted, andthat 
ſudgement God hath taken out of the hand of an Enemy, he may noteafil 
itinto the hand ofanother, but that he will take it himſelf, and deal with Tis 
nate ople by bis own hand : but yet believe it, if God love you, if you are ſuch that 
rad hath ſpecial favour for, then Ged will not ſpoyle you, and if God will not 
leyou then he will not ſpare his Rod, and you may be ſure, if one will not do 
her ſhall, The godly & holy ſhall be refined, if one Furnace will not do 
ther ſhall, Thoſe that are EleGt, however theyare like wild Aſs C olts, 


Wed will have his Month to find you, God hath other Thorns to ſet in the way of 
e tne lovers, if you will be like Manaſſch, that muſt be taken in the buſhes, God 
s ac have his time to doit, when you ſhall humble your ſelves and your Souls be 


the God of your Fathers ; them that God hath deſigned for Converſion, 
Wal be converted,what ever way God hath to do it,it ſeems tobe a terrible _ 

latif there be ſome God hath no ſuch ſpeciatlove for, let me tell you, God will 
we ſpare you to ſpoyle his end, God is about reforming work, not only his Peo- 
| things among his people, God is about to have other manner of Churches, 
adother manner of Spirits, his People ſhall be refined, but they ſhall be conſu- 
tobtealFaed. it will be a terrible day of the Lord'; bnt ſhall be as refiners fire, and will 
js Marie the gold, but the droſs ſhall be conſumed in the fire. 

1 1 Ardtherefore let me leave this folemn advice with you, nay, it isnot mine but 
L Criſts, and that the Lord himſelf gives you ; that you bewail your former, and 
IT the beed of furure finning, Eccl, 12.1,2, Remember your Creator in the dayes of you 
ah, the Clouds may not return after the Rain, It is ſpoken to thoſe that are 


d brinf xeonly in the beginning of their time, but in their proſpere'.) time, Ifyou ſo 
in emYy &, you will not only prevent future 57 "1s in the way to better rrer= 
ie CHF res, as well as continue Boſe you have ; I ſay to you from the Lord, you 
bf theYf kre ſeen the worlt dayes, the bitterneſs of. death is over, the beſt are behind ; 
vice preſerv:tion is a pledge of your future Salvation, Pſal,g4.12. 
dint 210119,71,75- whichwill put an end to fin & ſorrow, and the fear ofcither for 
ok tf wer. And may ſay wit) him, 1ai,38.19. Is love tomy Scul the Lord bath deliver- 
hard & ame, for be hath caſt almy ſins bebind bis back, and with the Apoſtle, 2 Cor-1,9,10, 
oms CO —<EAICIA, 4 
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timely Repentacce prevent it, There are theſt two ends why Got dothmact. -- 
Þis people, and God will accompliſh his ead in every —_—_ = is c 
work, and his whole work God will doe on mount Sion, 1fa.10,22. When Ge, 
hath done his whole work, then he burneth the rod, and not till it is by 
laid by, and Gods intention to bring a greater, What is Gods whale work 
Thereis in every Judgement, a work of judgement, and a work of mercy; the 
IS a work of mercy God hath to all hiseleR and people, to reform andrefinethe 
to purge away their fin, to make them holy, and to make them better, 
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Le 4 = work to them that are the true children of Sion, But then God 4. ” 
2 work of judgement, that is on thoſe he never intends ſaving mercy to ; ver] 
Judgement 1 ew the beginning of their miſery : God judgeth them in way off. - 


fatiſaRion to Juſtice; there is hut part of paiment in one judgement thatisup 
them, and it is is to enſbre them that the remainder is behind, that God will þ 
ſure to take the full paiment,Ifnone of this work be done, if God hath not refine 
his people,there is ſtill fome work to be done; & ifthere be thoſe that ate unrc 
Verted, never to be converted, _ and worſe judgements doe abide; nc 
Fuch, but ſhall have greater cauſe to curſe the day of their birth, thenever Job 
Jeremiah, yea, to curſe theday of their preſervation: better you had died 
rhat ſickneſs, becauſe your ent is but ſo much-increaſed by your living 
Thoſe that ſhall live out their dayes without true repentance of theit ſin, ee 

. ayes mercy is but an vation of their condemnation. There are m; 
Gods remaining re; methinks the douds doe feem to retuty ioche 

; ter the rain, Goddoth not make it cleer day with vs, nof @auſc the cloadktobtegga ie ; 
and ſcatter, but to gather again : There are many Signs, as God's rai The t) 
. thoſe For judgements 1 14.13. {maſa Jeronany ho 1 at 
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fgn of worſe 1 King. 14.13, It was ſad. to Jeroboams houſe, andfqrige. ; 
to all Iſrael, the taking away Jeroboams Son, in whom © good thing towalſ tie hee 
_ the Lord was found : it was a judgement to the whole houſe of Iſrach he why, th, 
faken from theevill, and it was a ſign from the Lord of the evillhe would brifyy ogy i 
. on them : fo thetakingaway ſb of Gods faithful ones, eſpecially in enJf (you w 
nent place, in Magiſtracy and .in Miniſtry, putting out ſo-maay lights in the C2 me 2s w 
dleſticks, and that men, many of them, in their prime, in the flower of t! bre ſeem 
years, that were very likely to haye livedmany years, and done much ſervice I atyony 
. God; that died not ina full old age, andfull of days, but itt their youth, andintYyy1;,. 
. flower of their dayes]: and, which is 2 great deal worſe, and makes it look o& ger, A 
. adder, thatthere arenotany doe riſe, and fill their places : that it is  harc War, for | 
Ling to ſee, and rationally to think, that there are men to fill up the rooms 
toc Ged hath taken from us: When ſtars doe ſet, and there are noothg! 
, Hhatrile, it is a ſign of a very datk vight : vw henmen that ſtood in the gapare 
ken away, and none to put in- their room, they are ſad figns that God hat 
mind to take away the hedge, unleſs ſpeedy repentance andreformation preve 


4 ' thisruine, Yet this.is the ſaddeſt gn of all, that theſe things doe befall ns, 


i few doe lay them to heart, that men are not awakened, to beſtir theme! 
to lay bold on God, that when they have loſt all viſible props, they doe notn 
fure of God ta be their friend; While God himſelfftandsat a difance,.2nd pd 
finners ſtand at a diſtance fromGod:: this is the ſaddeſt fign of all, that 191 | —_ 
pot humbled, doe not ſtir up themſelves to lay Rold on God, 1/a,57-1 Th: 2 
ecoug are taken away,$.00 may laying it to heart;that was the ſad dvr. & 
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ale: 112d there been broken hearts under a breacK;that might have made fome 
&, and baye been a means to” prg ail with God to peur out his Spirit ; but 
an unhumbled , unreformed people r nder ſuch diſpenſations of Gcd, this is 
he ſaddeſt figns, though I do verily believe, and bave many Arguments to 
my thoughts concerning it, that Ged will not throw up the work he hath 
in New-England,will not utterly root up the plant he bath planted, andthat 
ſudgement God hath taken out of the hand of an Enemy, he may noteafil 
into the hand of another, but that he will take it himſelf, and deal with le 
ple by bis own hand : but yet believe it, if God love you, if you are ſuch that 
 # hath ſpecial favour for, then Ged will not ſpoyle you, and if God will not 
u then he will not ſpare his Rod, and you may be ſure, if one will not do 
ter ſhall, The godly & holy ſhall be refined, if one Furnace will not do 
ſhall. Thoſe that are Ele&, however theyare like wild Afes Colts, 


will have his Month to find you, God hathother Thorns to ſet inthe way of 
naſſeh, that mult be taken in the buſhes, Oy 
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